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The Honorary Minister: Has not there
been an amendment since 1909!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Not according to the
wording of the clause, because it specific-
ally amends- Section 2 of the 1.909 Act.

Hon, G. W. Miles: This House could not
increase the amount.

Ron. J. CORNELL: No, but this appears,
to be an Irishman's rise for the two trus-
tees apart from the managing trustee. It
will mean their receiving five guineas per
sitting for a smaller number of sittings, but
once 'they have reached the maximum, they
will be unable to collect anything further.
I feel sure the Honorary Minister will in-
vestigate the point because it is important.
The trustees sometimes hold three, and
four, sittings a week.

The Honorary Minister: And sometimes
Sit Lall night.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: Yes, and I think I
am safe in saying that they have sat on
an average more than once a week. If an
alteration of the clause is necessary, T
hope it will be made. I support the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. V. flamersicy, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.12 p.m.

TecII9Ite Eeeemb[P.
'Wednesday, 6th November, 1929.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read proyers.

QUESTION-MIGRATION AGREEMENT
SUSPENSION.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
Has. his attention been d&awn to a state-
meat appearing in the "West Australian"
of the 4th inst., wherein it is stated that
Mr. Scullin, Prime Mininter, proposes to
suspend the Migration Agreement? 2, As
the suspension may have disastrous results
on the progress of Western Australia, 'will
he give. the House an opportunity to express
its opinion on the proposed Federal action?

The PREMIER replied:- 1, Yes. 2, 1
intend to await advice from the Prime Min-
ister before committing myself to en ill-
considered decision.

QUESTION-ROAD CONSTRUCTION.
ENGAGEMENT oF LABOURlL

Mr. BLEEMAX asked the Minister' for
Works: 1, How many men are at present
employed on the Forrest-road job? 2, How
many men were engaged at the Labour
Bureau open pick-up? 3, How many were
picked up quietly at the bureeu on a letter
from the foreman? 4,. How many of these
men were registered at the bureau prior to
date of being picked up? 5, How many are
working on the job who were put on at the
scene of operations, and never went through
the bureau for this particular job?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Twenty-nine. 2, Five. 3, No men were
picked up quietly, but four specially quali-
fied men were selected through the bureau
by the foreman. 4, All, as far as known.
5, Two (one ganger and one horse driver).
In addition to above 18 men were trans-
ferred from the Coogee job.

BIIL-LOAN, £2,250,000.

Introduced by the Premier and read a fitd
time.

BILL-MDUNER'S PETHISIS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MIN~ISTER FOR minES (Hon.
S. W. Munsie-Hannans) [4.351 in moving
the second reading said: This is a short
Bill and only two principles are contained
in the four clauses. Members know the
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conditions under which miners have been
granted compensation under the Miners'
Phthisis Act. I am not going into detail
a to the amount of compensation. At

present we have annual examinations of all
men working on, in or about a mine. Any
man found suffering from T.B., irrespective
of whether it is complicated with miner's
phthisis, is prohibited from working on a
mine and comes under the iMners' Fbthisis
Act for compensation. Each examination
has revealed a fair number of men affected.
At the first examintion there were 141, sec-
ond examination 139, thiri examination 40,
and at the fourth examination, which is not
yet complete, there were again 40. Quite
recently offiers of the Audit Department,
in auditing accounts of the miner's phthisis
branch,, questioned the right to pay some of
the men whom we were paying. They con-
tended that the Act' allowed us to compen-
sate only men who were employed on a mine
between the 7th June and the 7th Septem-
ber, 1925. Section 9 of the principal Act
reads-

(2) Any person whose employment is pro-
hibited as aforesaid, and whose name is regis-
tered in the register to be kept by the Mline
Workers' Relief Fund, Incorporated, shall have
the right to receive from the Department of
Mines compensation equal to the ruling rate
of pay in the district in which he was em-
ployed at the time of such prohibition for the
class of work in which he was engaged until
other suitable employment is found for and
offered to him by the Department of Mines.

The preceding subsection stipulates-
It shall be the duty of the Mine Workers'

Relief Fund, Incorporated,' to keep a register,
and on application by any person employed on,
in or about a mine at the commencement of
this Act, and whose employment is prohibited
under Section 8 of this Act, to insert the name
of such person in such register.

I direct attention to the words "at the com-
mneneement of this Act." In 1925 the Act
was amended at the instance of the then
Minister for Mines (Hon. Mf. F. Troy) by the
insettion of a new section as follows:

Ow. A person shall be deemed to be "1en-
gaged in mining operations" or "employed
on, in or about a mine at the commencement
of this Act" within the meaning of those
words in Sections 8 and 9 hereof respectively,
if he were so engaged or employed within three
months before the commencement of this Act,
notwithstanding that at such time be may have
been temporarily out of employment.
The Crown Solicitor has ruled that on the
strict, interpretation of the Act we may
legally pay only the men who were employed

between the 7th June and the 7th September,
1925. If a man happened to be working on
a mine for 10 or 15 years and left on the
6th June for a holiday and returned to his
job on the 8th September, 1925, and was
then found to be suffering from T.B., he
could not be compensated Lecause he was not
actually employed between the 7th June and
the 7th September.

Hon. G. Taylor: Would that interpreta-
tion exclude new men?7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; the
Crown Law authorities say we cannot legally
pay men who have been employed on or
about a mine subsequent to the 7th Septem-
ber, 1925.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then the Act does not
operate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Strictly
speaking, no, except for the men employed
between those dates. I do not think any
member ever contemplated that the Act
would be so interested. Regulations have
been gazetted and tabled and no member has
objected to them, and they make it compul-
sory for all men seeking e-mployment on a
mine to be medically examined and declared
free from any of the diseases specified in
the Third Schedule of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act. -Consequently we have pro-
tection as regards outsiders.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Everybody
must be protected by the Third Schedule.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell : They must

have their choice of this or the Third
Schedule.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
not interfering with that.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I am referring
to men who have entered the industry sine
the Act came into operation.

The MINISTER FOR INES- I -want
to give the man who haa entered the indus-
try since the proclamation of the Miners'
Phthisis Act the same privilege as the man
who was then working in the industry.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about the
Third Sehedulel

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: The
Third Schedule was not proclaimed until
after the Miners' Phthisis Act was pro-
claimed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But if a man
goes into a mine to-day, can he have his
ch&oice between the two bases of conmpensa-
tion?
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The MINISTER FOR 3IrNES: A man
cannot enter a mine to-day unless he is free
fzrm all the diseases specified in the Third
Schedule, but we have to protect the men
who were already in the industry. Under
the 'Miners' Plithisis Act we have issued a
regulation which compels every man enter-
ing the industry to undergo an examination.
That is a protection to the public.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A man who
goes into a mine now does not come under
the Miners' Phthisis Act?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ye;, he
does.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Even if he has
rot worked in the industry before?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, If
he is certified to be free from any of the
diseases specified in the Third Schedule and
subsequent examination reveals that be has
contracted any of the diseases, he should be
entitled to compensation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He would get
compensation, but he would not come under
the Miners' Phthisis Act.

The MTIN1STER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is wrong. Such a man could not
come under both Acts; he must accept one
or the other. The first clause of the amend-
ing Bill provides for amendment of the
section to make it so that anyone now em-
ployed in the mines can come under the
Act if subsequently found to be suffering
from tuberculosis.

Hon. G. Taylor: There would be a close
examination beforehand?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course. As I mentioned the other day, some
700 men applying for work on the mines
during the past 12 months were examined,
and 10 or 12 tuberculosis cases were dis-
covered among them. These, of course, did
not conmc under the Workers' Compensation
Act. We do not know how they contracted
the disease; they came from the Eastern
States and elsewhere. Before a man can
he employed on the mines, be has to pro-
duce a medical certificate. When the Miner's
Plitbisis Act was first introduced, the Leader
of the Opposition was, I think, just as en-
thusiastic in its favour as any other mem-
ber.

Hon. Sir Jamies Mfitchbll: I am still.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: When an

amendment Act was put through by the
member for Mount Magnet (Bon. M. F.
Troy) the Leader of the Opposition was

emphatic that those men should be comn-
penqated.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But I thought
we finished then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I thought
so too, but the law authorities have ruled
that we cannot legally compensate those
eases.

The Premier: We all thought we had fln-
ished, but we got a ruling to the effect that
we have not.

The MINISTER FOXt MINES: The Par-
liamentary Draftsman tells me definitely that
when the original Act was drafted, the then
Minister for Mines, Mr. Seaddan, had a
long interview with him and said specificaly
that he only wanted the measure to apply
to the men then employed, and not to men
to be subsequently employed. The Parlia-
mnentary flraftsman says he framed the Hill
in such a manner that the first examination
would take out all workers suffering from
tuberculosis, and so that from then onward
any further compensation had to be ob-
tamned under the Workers' Compensation
Act and not under the Miner's Phthisis Act.
This is the ruling which has been fur-
nished-

(1) Any miner may be prohibited, but oaly
those who weore engaged or employed at any
time between the 7th June and the 7th Sep-
tember, 1925, and registered. (2) Only those
registered can be compensated. (3) A miner
must be engaged in the umining industry when
examined. (4) Act does not apply to those
out of employment on or before the 6th June,
1925, and so continuing beyond the 7th Septem-
ber, 1925, nor to those coming into the indus-
try after the 7th September, 1925.

That is the Solicitor General's ruling as to
the position under the present Act. We
cannot sit down and allow a, ruling of that
kind to prevail, as it would mean that
we would get into trouble for doing what
every member of the Chamber thought there
was a perfect right to do, and what I ay
the Government have a right to do, namely
pay compensation in those eases. The clause
merely provides for that position. Compen-
sation has been paid all along, but the
Auditor General can object to these pay-
mnents unless the Bill passes. Two other'
proposed sections, 4c and 4d, make the Act
plain, and also remove an anomaly. The
Act as it stands provide--

A person whose name is registered shall not
have any right to comp~ensation under this
section (4c) if such person is, or becomes, en-
titlbd to receive compensation nder Section 7
of the Workers' Compensationi Act, 1912-1924:
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Proposed new Section 4d1 deals with the de-
Pendants of a person subject to that condi-
tion. From the very commencement1 we
have recognised any man shown by a pre-
vious examinatLion to have advanced miner's
phthisis, and by a later examination to have
miner's phtbhisis plus tuberculosis. Then
that man receives a notice prohibiting him
from working in the mines. Upon examina-
tion; 90 per cent. of such cases are de-
clared totally unfit for work. While the
se-ction remains as it is, they are not en-
titled to compensation under the Miner's
1'hthisis Act, because they are entitled to
compensation under the Workers' Compen-
sation. Act. They are compelled to claim.
under the latter measure. As a matter of
fact, -we to-day pay them under the Miner's
lhthisis Act if they have contracted tuber-,

culosis.

Ron. G. Taylor: !)a you want to con-
tinue to do that?

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Hon. 0. Taylor: That is the object of

the amendment?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, to

mnake it dlear that those cases have that
right under the M1iner's Phthisis Act.

'Mr. Mann: If the cases were ill, but riot
to the full extent or phithisis, how would you
pay then-?

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Under
the XWorker-s' Compensation Act. They can-
not be paid under the Mfiner's Phithisis Act
unless they have developed tuberculosis.
Under the 'Miner's Phthisis Act only men
suffering from tuberculosis are being coin-
pensated to-day.

Hon. G. Taylor: Theyr can only draw unp-
dter one Act?

Thp MINISTEIR FOR MTNES: Yes; they
cannot draw under two. Thus the Bill pro-
poses to after two principles, in order to
render legal the payments that are being
made now. The object of Clause 4 is to
bring district and workmien's inspectors un-
der the Mfiner's Phtbisis Act. All the in-
spettors. both demirtmental and wokens
have petitioned the Mtines Department to he
brought under that Act. Further the repre-
sentatives of the employees, and the repro-
ventatires of the employers have also re-
quested that the inspectors should be brought
within the scope of the Act.

Hron. G. Taylor: Rave the inspectors ever
been examineitt

The 'MINISTER FOR MIES: Up to
date, none of them. They do not even under-
go an examination prior to appointment.
That position is unfair to miners working
underground. I am p)roposing the clause
snore for that reason than with the object
&f bringing inspectors, as inspectors, under
the Act. It is utterly unfair to allow a
inan to go underground day after day for
the purpose of inspection, if he has not been
examined1 since he may have tuberculosis.
A workmen's inspector, even if he has tuber-
culosis, can nevertheless continue to go
underground year after yea;, as long as he
is able to walk-probably disseminating the
germs of the diseaseL and infecting fellow
workers. The Government cannot prevent
him, as he has never been examnined.

31r. Sampson: Would the inspector be
examined before he was, appointed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Certainly
lie would now.

Mr. Sampson: And it would be imapos-
sible to appoint an inspector already suf-
fering from tuberculosis?

The MINISTER FOR TMINES: If the
Bill passes, it will be impossible. There
was the unfortunate case of an inspector
who died about three weeks ago, after an
illness of abouC four months, and who was
affected with miner's phthisis-Ryfleld was
the name.

T&. Marshall: Incidentally, any inspector
discovered to be suffering from tuberculosis
will be excluded from. the mines?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, de-
barred from continuing in his occupation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He should be.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: And he

will be compensated accordingly. Certainly
the inspector I refer to had miner's phthisis
badly: he was badly dusted. Possibly he
also had tuberculosis. It is only fair that
inspietors who go day after day amongst
workmen underground should be subjected
to the sanme examination as the ordinary
mine employee. f hope hon. members will
accept the Bill iii the spirit in which it is
introduced. The Government merely wish
to continue in a legal form payments that
arc being made. The only additional fea-
tare of the Bill is the inclusion of district
and workmen's inspectors, who I think the
Rouse will agree ought to undergo the same
ccaunntion as wages employees. I move--

That tbp Bill be new read a se-ond time.
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HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
them) [4.52): The first 'Miner's Plithisis Act
was passed in 1922. An amendment Act
was passed in 1925. Now we are asked to
undo what we did in 1925. Thus we are not
gaining much in wisdom. We thought in
1925 that we had providled for illers wvlo
sacrificed their health. Beyond that, we
tbought they were provided for under the
Third Schedule to the W'orkers' Compensa-
tion Act. Now, without a full explanation
of the reason why, the suffering miner is to
be given the choice between the two measures
-the Miner's Plithisis Act and the Workers'
Compensation Act.

The Minister for Mines: He has that
choice now.

Bon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Neo. Un-
der the amendment Act put through by the
present Minister for Lands, that choice does
not obtain. The miner ceased to have any
right under the Miner's Phtbisis Act when
he became entitled to compensation under
the Third Schedule to the Workers' Canmpen-
sation Act. The choice now is to be with
the miner, or with the person who is claim-
ing. That is the difference. The wording is
merely changed round. It provides exactly
the same thing, except that the choice is
left with the miner. To-day if the miner
is entitled to compensation under the
Workers' Compensation Act, he is not en-
titled to compensation under the Miner's
Phthisis Act: but if the Bill passes be will
be entitled to compensation under the
Miner's Pihthisis Act until he has claimed
under the Third Schedule to the Workers'
Compensation Act.

The Minister for Mines: Not unless he
has tuberculosis.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister proposes to give him the choice. That
is the position the House is asked to set up
for the future. The Minister tells us that
this is the custom to-day, and that the law
is not being obeyed.

The Minister for Mines: It is being obeyed
a1S We thought it really Was.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL,: It is
better to ask tlie House to agree with what
the Government desire to do. That Ministers
should act in defiance of the law is a very
bad thing, and quite unnecessary, since Par-
liament is sitting to deal with matters of
this kind.

The Minister for Mines: We did not
know of the illegality until three weeks ago,
and the Bill is introduced now.

Hon. Sir JAIMES M]TCHELL: Three
weeks is a long- time. T he position is
that we all cheerfully, and 1 believe the
p)eop~le of the country, too, cheerfully under-
took to compensate these miners. All of us
admnitted quite frankly that we bad been re-
miss in not fixing the responsibility upon
the mine owners when gold "'is being won
and when the health of the miners was being
izestroyed in the process of winning the
?,old. WVe were inexperienced in the matter,
and so y ea V alt ci yeai we di ted. along.
Fially Wre said, 'The country has to take
the responsibility now." The country did.
But the other cases we thought were pro-
v'ided for tinder the Third Schedule to the
Workers* Compensation Act. Now' the Min-
ister says that apparently the Third Sche-
dale does not cover all that is required.

The Minister for Mines: '[here is nothing
in j, Third Schedule about tuberculosis.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Mlinister finds that the Third Schedule does
not cover all hie (desires. There are many
people who are not miners bot are suffer-
ig from tuberculosis, and they are not com-

pensated in any way. If I remember aright
when the (lovernment submitted the Third
Schedule to Parliament, they excluded that
disease because phithisis is an occupational
disease whereas tuberculosis is not.

The Minister for Mines: Any man who
contracts phthisis in any' degree is more sus-
ceptible to tuberculosis than any one else.,

lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
imagine thant was the position. Let us be
quite clear as to what wce are doing. We
are going to include men who are not now
included under the operations ofthe Miner's
Phthisis Act.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Hon. Sir JAMES IITCHELL: Yes, wre

are.
The Minister for Mines: Not one.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Are we

not to include the inspectors to whom the
M inister referred 9

The Minister for Mines: Yes.
The Premier: But there are only eight of

them all told.
Hon. G. Taylor: They should have been

included before.
The Minister for Mines: Of course they

should have been.
Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHEILL: Surely

we have the right to understand what we
are doing. We are asked to include at least
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eight people whbo have not been included.
There are eight now, but as time goes on there
way be irao~e ol. these inspectors. We ]told
that they should he examined, and if a man
moves about mines as thlese inspectors do,
it is certainly miore imuportant that lie should
be examined than the ordinary miner who
itay work in one part of a mine for months
at a time. Tire next thing- the l iriister wants
it., to agree to is that the illier., may exer-
vise their choice between the Third Schedule
to the Workers' Comp~ensation Aet and the
provisions of [lie Miners,' PIhthisis Act.

The Minister for Mines: 'No.
The Premier: Of course, that is not so.
lion. Sir- JAIIES MITCHE'LL: I ant

not permitted to read the clause.
The Premier: The man will come under

one or the other, according to his condition.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: To-day

he does.
The Premier: Anid he will under the Hill.

lie cannot take his choice; it will all be
determined by the condition of his health.

Hon. Sir J.%IES MITCHELL: Under
thre amiending, legislation that was intro-
duced by the priesent Minister for Lands
wvhen he was Minister for M.%ines, it was
provided tliat a man suffering from tubercu-
losis would have the right to compensation
tinder the Third Schedule to the Workers'
Compensation Act, as he has to-day, anti
would cease to have that right under the
M-iner's Phthisis Act. That was what wve
agreed to in 1925. The present Minister
for Mines proposes at further amendment
which is in 'fact a transposition of
words, and now he says that the claim-
ant may receive payrnen6 tinder the
'Miner's Phthisis Act until he is in
receipt of compensation tinder Section
7 of the Workers' Compensation Act.
The meaning of that, of course, is that
Tire man will have his choice. If a until is
suffering from miner's phithisis in the manner
described by tire Minister, wre should pro-
vide him with compensation sufficient to en-
able him to'liv'. 'in coifort tor the jest of
his life. Front. one standpoint the Third
Schedule to the Workers' 'onmpeii~~ition Act
lms; hei-n most Inr orimrint. 'wecnsc the mine
owner has never pai~d any' part til the pre-
iniums, so far as I aim aware. The g~old
mining industry je the one industry that ha4
not paid for the protection of it., own em-
iilosee3-. The (Government pay about
£-34,00 for that purpose; and that is at large

suln. I suppose the Government will con-
tinue to j':.%- it.

The MiLA .r Mines: I do trot know
about that; we arec not making any promises.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: But Par-
liament is supposed to control the finances,
and the Minister should wrake his proposal1
to us. Formerly we suggested that tire
whole of the people should accept the ac-
cumulated responsibility of the paist They
have accepted that responsibility, but now
Ave are doing more than that; we are paying
the premiums under the Third Schedule to
the Workers' Compensation Act irrespective
of mines that are now being opened up. We
will take the responsibility for the men em-
ployed at Wiluiam. There is a mine that
promises so well that we agreed to the eon-
struetion of a railway to give the mining
company a chance to open up the proposi-
tion. If every other industry is required to
carry its own load under the Workers' Comn-
pensation Act, then the mines must sooner
or later do so too. I thrink the Minister will
agree with that contention. I do not think
it would be right to pay th_ premiums under
the Workers' Compensatfon Act for the
Wiluna niine, should it turn out to be the
proposition we believed it would he when
we agreed to the construction of the railway.
The whole position will have to be faced,
having regard to our res'ionsihility to the
people as a whole. We have let thre mining
companies off payments in every direction
possible. We reduced their payments to the
Water Supply Department by about.£45,000
a year, 'and we took that from 'our
loan funds. The mines have been relieved
to that extent. Then again we have paid
£34,000 for the mines under the Workers'
Comupensation Act, irrespective of whether
the mines affected were profitable or not.
Apparently we shall continue to pay those
premiums. I do not knnw that wve need
bother so much about legislation if that is
to he the position. We should pay and have
done with it. It is a shocking thing that
men should sacrifice their lives in the win-
ning of gold from the earth, but the fact
remains that they do so. Apparently it is
an attractive calling and so. notwithrstanding
the risks, the men continue to undertake the
work. Having undertaken it, many of the
men married and noiv have families.
Then comes ill-health and finally death, the
State being left to do its duty by the do-
pendants. That is what is happening re-
garding miningr operations now, and it is 'be-
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coming financially expensive to the Govern-
ment in one -way and another. Apart from
that, the industry is expensive in its toll
upon human life. I barve looked into the
Bill, and it seems to me that it is intended
to do what I have iiidicated I have no ob-
jection to passing the legislation but I do
want to know, and I am sure the people of
the State will desire to know, if this3 is to be
a continuing liability in conntection with tin:-
people iii the mines now, as well as to those
who will be employed in the mnines from nowr
henceforth. We examine the min before
they go into the mines and we take full re-
sponsibility for them. It costs us about
£40,000 a year to meet the responsibility that
has accumulated over many years, but we
pay £34,000 a year to met a recarringy re-
sponsibility. Thus we pay by direct means
as well as by indirect mneans.

The Minister for Mtines: If it were not
for the accumulated troubbo there would be
no necessity to pay a £4 10s. per cent. pre-
mium, or anything like it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Prob-
ably not, but all those 'who were affected
were taken away from the mines and placed
in other jobs, or else came under HJie provi-
sions of the Miners' Phithisis Act.

The Minister for Mines: No
Hon. Sir JAMES MtITCHELL: That is

what we thought would be done.
The Minister for Mines: Some -were noti-

fied, but they refused to leave the mnines.
Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And they

stayed there at their own risk, beyond cer-
tain payments. If a man were affected b-c
disease to the extent of 20 per cent., lie
would receive smaller compensation than
another man who had contracted the disease
in a more severe form.

The Minister for Mines: But he receives
no compensation under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act at present.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, under
the 'Miners' Phthisis Act.

The Minister for Mines: He does not re-
ceive it under either Act.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not
while he is at work. The Minister knows
what I mean. If the man is examined and
is found to be slightly affected, hut continues
work, be may do so until he becomes incap-
able and then he receives compensation.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us

be frank. I want to do what is right, and
the Minister should make it easy for us to

understand the position as; elearly as pos-
sible.

The Minister for Mines: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL; What

was in my mind, but -which I may have ex-
pressed somewhat incoherently, was that if
a person, who was slightly affected-and thi
was shown wheai he was examined--con-
tinued to work and became badly affected, he
would be retired from the mine and would
he paid compensation.

Thc Minister for Mines: Yes, under the
Workers' Compensation Act.

Hon. Sir JAMES MKITCHELL: Now we
propose that such a man will have his choice.
As there is no compensation contributed by
the mine owners, the State has accepted the
responsibility. If that is the position, we
had better say so, and let the transaction be
done in accordance with the law. I agree
with the Minister that it is bad to transgress.
the law, even for a Minister to transgress
the law, and a dangerous thing, too, I should
.imagine. However, this is really a Commit-
tee Bill, and we can go into it more fully in
Committee and question the Minister more
closely as to his intentions and wishes, and
as to the advice he has had from the Solicitor
General. I htve no objection to the Bill, if
it is as I understand it to be. It seems to
we we have a very great responsibility and
that we had hatter face it.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5161:
When one rends the Auditor General's -re-
port, he finds the reason why the Minister
has introduced the Bill. I was very much
impressed by the Minister's remarks when
he said that 'Mr. Soaddan had had a long
interview with him, and that it was his
intention that we should compensate only
those who were affected at the time the Act

wsbrought into being. The figures sup-
plied to us by the Minister certainly caused
every member sorrow to think that the in-
dustry is giving rise to so much suffering.
I am not offering any objection to the Bill,
but -while we are making provision for the
protection of the men by a medical exam-
ination and telling them that at a certain
period they must retire from the mines, I
should like to know ftmi the Minister
whether any new regulations or conditions
have been imposed with a view to minimis-
ig the toll this industry is taking of those
following that occupation. If, after all the
years of experience we have had of the in-
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dustry, we arc going to eart on wader the
same conditions as in the past, and are go-
ing to accept so heavy a toil on the health
of the men in the mine;, the sooner the
House legislates as it has done in other
directions, the better. For instance, we
have the Shops and Factories Act, which
prescribes conditions to be complied with.
The Leader of the Opposition reminded us
that we are spending a considerable sum
of money on the construction of the rail-
way to Wiluna, and we have been told that
the Wiluna mine, if successful, will be car-
rying a population of some 6,000 people.
If in the opening up of the Wiluna mines
we are going to bring about a fresh out-
break of the disease, I say it is not in the
interests of the State to perpetuate an in-
,duatry taking such a toil of the health of
the community. Those suffering from the
disease have my deepest sympathy. Those
working in the industry are more favoured
than those who have contracted the disease
in other walks of life. In the Shops and
Factories Act it is provided that nobody
suffering from the disease may follow any
-o6eupation. in the preparation of foodstuffs.
No compensation is available for those un-
fortunate people. We recognfise that those
engaged in wining are worthy of the
assistance and consideration that has
been extended to them, but since we
have been insistent in endeavouring- to pre-
scribe healthful 'conditions in shops and
factories, I think that, as far as possible,
we should take the same precautions in
the mining industry. I will support the
second reading, and trust that, whoever
may be Minister for Mines next year, he
will he able to bring down a report that
will make very mnuch happier reading in
respect of the health of the miners than
did the one presented to us a little while
ago.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mfount M1argaret)
[5.22]: The Minister thought that under
the Act he was in order in making certain
payments. But this was queried by the
Crown Law Department and, I suppose, by
the Auditor General also. Now the Mini-
ister wants to make legal what he thought
was legal under the existing Act.

The Minister for Mines: The money has
been actually paid.

Hon- G. TAYLOR: That is the sole ob-
ject of the amending Bill. I wid mnpport

the second reading, hut I hope the Minister
wvill not take the Bill into Committee this
evening, for we require an opportunity
to further consider the measure which
has only just been distributed. The
Leader of the Opposition emphasised the
fact that the Bill will make it possible
for the affected miners to claim under eith-
er the Workers' Compensation Act or the
M1iners' Phthisis Act. That is not the in-
tention of the Bill, although the Leader
of the Opposition was perfectly satisfied
that the measure. would have that effect.
87Th hope we shall not have to consider it
in Committee to-night, although I under-
stand the Mlinister wvishes to get away to
visit a new mining field tomorrow. I will
sup[)ort the second reading because tbese
miners. need all the assistance we can give
them. I am sorry the obligation rests
on the people of Western Australia. Pro-
vision should have been made in the early
days f or the' industry to carry the cost of
the ravages the disease has made amongst
the men. I hope some such provision will
be made in respect of the new mines at
Wiluna.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL--LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Recommittal.

Order of the day read for consideration
of the Committee's report.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the ll he recommnitted for the purpose

of further considering Clause 2.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 21
N oes -. . .. .

Majority for 10

AraB.

Mr. Chesson
M r Clydndale
M r. Collier
Mr. CoverleT
Mr. Cowan

Mr. Cunninghami
Bliss Holman
Mr. Jobnaon
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lamand

Mr. Mlareball
M r. McCallum
Mr. Millington
Mr. Mueslo
Mr. Rowe
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. T ray
Mr. A. Wanebrough
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)
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NoFe
M r. Anaslo
Mp, Ferguson
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell

%Ir.
Mr.
Mr.
MrV.
Mr.

AYES.
Richardson
George
Berna-d
Teesdale
J. M. Smith

Mir.
Alr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.

Sampson
Stubbs
Taylor
Thomson
Normh

PAIRS,

IMr. Penton
bit. Luner
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Withers
Mr. Kenneally

Question thus passed.

In Committee.
Mr. Lambert in the Chair; the Premier

in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Grant of land tax and income
tax for the year ending 30th June, 1930.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment-
That in Subelausc 1 the word "'one penny"

be struck out, with a view to inserting ''two-
pence'' in lieu.

Hon. #Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. We considered this matter the other
night. Ample notice had been given, and
the Government suffered defeat. I thought
they had accepted it. They did not consider
it an important matter. At least three Min-
isters were away from the House, and out
of 26 members sitting opposite, only 14
were present on that occasion. I do not
know why the time of the Committee Should
be taken 'up in this way. When Ministers
can be away while important business is
being considered, the Government should
not expect other members to be present.
Ministers should not be away from the
House when members are discussing ques-
tions of importance. This is. an inconveni-
ence to members, because information is not
available as a consequence. I do not know
why the Premier has not allowed the amend-
ment made by the Committee at a previous
sitting to stand. He has now recommitted
the Bill and proposes to 'reinstate the sub-
clause as it originally stood. I hope mem-
bers will not agree to the amendment. The
£99,000 which the Federal Government paid
last year comes from the people of the
State. We should be reducing our land tax
by that amount. Is it right that the people
who have been .paying to this Government
should now pay to the Federal Govern-
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inent and continue paying asa to this Gov-
erment? Of course not. We should re-
lieve the people of the amount they would
be paying to the Federal Government to-
wards oar sinking fund. There is another
good reason why they should be relieved
f rom taxation. We are no longer contri-
buting to the sinking fund. The advantage
this year to the Treasurer is £360,000, be-
cause we have cancelled our London sinling
fund. Under these two items the advantage
to the Treasurer this year is £459,000. What
I ask is that the people be relieved of taxa-
tion to the extent of £99,000 out of the
£:459,000, leaving to the Treasurer £360,000
he did not have until last -year, and no other
Tfreasurer had before. In the past we have
had to contribute to the sinking fund, but
now it is contributing to the Treasury.
There is, besides, an estimated surplus of
£105,000. I might have said we are making
use of the Sale of Government Property
Fund. It will be remembered that conse-
quent upon the Financial Agreement we
cancelled the Act requiring that the pro-
ceeds from the sales of Government pro-
perty should be paid into this fund. Every
year we endeavoured to allot to loan or
revenue an amount equal to the amount of
the sales of Government property bought
either from loan or revenue fund. Now
this fund is used for the most part to save
revenue. It amounted to £184,000 last year,
and £150,000 this year. That is a tremend-
ous advantage to the revenue, and the peo-
ple should be considered. There are other
advantages. Something is left of the special
rant of £300,000 which the Commonwealth

gave us. Some of it was tak~en to reduce
the income tax. Then there is the advant-
age of cheap money from the Common-
wealth. Above all we are getting about
£2,000,000 wore in revenue that we had a
few years ago. It is very little to ask that
the taxation of land be reduced. 11 was do-
lighted to hear the Premier the other day
at Narrogin say that the cost of production
would be reduced by every possible means.
The cost of production to the Government
is increased by taxation, by the high tariff
of the Federal Government, by other taxa-
tion imposed by the Federal Government,
and by taxation imposed by the State Gov-
ernment and by local authorities. We can
do our bit. It ought to be possible with
all these advantages for the Government
to do something also. If it were not for
these unforeseen advantages we should have



LASSEMBLY.]

to-day an enormous deficit, the largest the
State has ever known. We are enjoying
these advantages, and the people should
benefit from them. I nat told that the-
people benefit by the expenditure of
money in the hands of the Government.
That is not so to any appreciable extent.
In these days of unemployment it is better
to leave money in the hands of the people
than to take it into the Treasury. One
pound in the bands of the people -will do
as mnuch as £2 in the hands of the Treasury.
That is not a reflection on this Government;
it is common to all Government expendi-
ture. If the people know of these Treasury
advantages they will naturally resent having
taxation continued on its present scale. We
are but one of the taxing authorities, and
the Premier may say, having regard to the
indirect taxation imposed by the Federal
Government, that we are the greatest of the
three. We are taking now more than we
need to meet the requirements of govern-
ment, and more than would be necessary to
meet requirements tinder economical man-
*gement. This Committee has no right to
agree to the Premier's amendment having
regard to the situation as we find it. There
mnay come a time when these advantages will
digappear. In 1931 1 think the Federal
grant will cease. The advantages that we
get from the cancelled sinking fund will
gradually grow les There will1 not hea
rapid eltimination of the £360,000. There
is a tight time, and] an unpleasant and dif-
ficult time ahiead of the people because of
the falling off in exports dlue to bad sea-
sons in thec Eastern States, andi the drop in
the price of wool. T do not see why Gov-
ernments should refuse to be inconvenienced
by this tightness and why the trouble should
hie left to individuals. Although the people
have to suffer, the man on the bottom rung
of the ladder always has to suffer. There
is no eartape for him. If the people are in
financial difficulties, work is not done, and
if work is not done the wage-earner finds
himself oit of a job. We ought to Con-
sider the wage-earner when imposing taxa-
tion. There was a time when be was per-
suaded to believe that the best thing- for
him was to impose a crushing tax upon the
man who employed him. I remember -years
ago a Labour member urging that a land
tax be imposed sufficiently high to make the
land a useless asset to the owner. No Lab-
our man believes in that to-day. People
hnow better now, and realise that Govern-

inents are unwise if they tan more than is
necessary to carry on their services. There
is enough for hospitals, health, education,
police protection and the other things 'which
it is our duty to provide for by taxation.
No one objects to sufficient taxation for
these services, but we do resent the continu-
ance of taxation in the circumstances. We
have been taxed to meet this expenditure,
and the tax that is imposed for the purpose
is to continue. We are also to suffer taxa-
Lion imposed by the Federal Government
for precisely the same purpose. It would be
possible for the three things that for the
moment are giving us great advantage to
lie in the end a great burden on the peo-
pie. 1 refer to the advantages under the
Financial Agreement, for undoubtedly we
are getting advantages at the moment; to
the money we are gebting under the Fed-
eral Aid Roads grant, and the cheap
money under the Migration Agreement.
Properl -y handled all three might be a last-
ing benefit, hut I am afraid that will not
he the ease. They will not even be of great
benefit at the moment. Our interest bill is
niaturally increasing. 'We ought to see to
ii that the money is put into reproductive
work. This is not the time to ask that the
sipeeinl advantagres that have come 'to the
people of the State shall be left entirely to
the Treasury, and that nothing shall go to
the individual taxpayer. I may be told that
riot a greit number of persons are paying
incomre tax. The number, however, is con-
.iderablc, and those people are worthy of
considleration. When we come to the land
trax, we find tha many thousands of people
are paying it, and all are paying it because
the exemption has been removed. I urge
the Premier to withdraw his amendment
and to leave the Bill as it was. When a
Bill is introduced it is for the House to
deal with it as seems wise to it. As we
iiave done that I do not know why the
Premier should ask us to think a second
time and to deal with the clause again. Let
it., -ow ms;iiw villA it'rutiuni to thu-c wiho

iare employed in this country as well as to
those who are out of work and let the
money remain where it will be wisely
used. It has been possible for us to use
the money that has been made available
under the Financial Agreement. Again, we
have accumulated, I think, about £500,000
of Federal money and we are entitled to
use that plus the money that we shall find
ourselves. All that must be of advantage
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to the Treasury. Eyery bit of expenditure
brings money into the Treasury and en-
shies us to improve the revenue position
year by ) ear. 'What we are asking for now
is very little when we remember too that
we are saved- the payment of £09,000 on
account of sinking fund. I hope the Pre-
mier maill r. consider his determination to
reinstate the clause as it was when he
brought down the Bill, and that he will give
the people the benefit of reduced taxation.

Mr. THOMSON: When the Bill went
through last evening I confess I was opti-
inidie that the Premier had agreed to ac-
cept the amendment moved by the Leader
of the Opposition. I was considerably im-.
pressed by the statements the Premier made
'when he said that the people of the State
and the Commonwealth would have to eco-
nomnise. It seems to me, however, that
everybody, with the exception of the Gov-
ernIment. iS e:.IeI(tel to '!oni~.II('tllrEJ-
ing to the figures submitted by the Taxation
Department we find that in 1923-24 the
total amount raised by way of land tax
was £70,879 and the latest figures before
uts show the return to have been £192,402.
So we find that the Treasurer has benefited
by over £121,000 from land tax, and that
he is effecting a saving through the Pinau-
cmal Agreement of £360,000, a total oe
£C481,523. He now has that much more
money to spend than he had in 1923. We
also know, as has been pointed out by the
Leader of the Opposition, that we are say-
in!T £90,000 in connection with the sinking
fund, the amount being contributed by the
Common-wealth. Thus, taking it all round,
the position fromn a State point of view
justifies our asking that the land tax should
he. reduced. T was one whbo did expect to
see a reduction in taxation this year as a
result of the benefits we are deriving from
the Financial Agreement. On turning to
the figures supplied by the Government
Statistician we find that wool has decreased
considerably in value since 1923-24. In that
year the produrt wra, wortih 1C3I.T3W0, in
1927-28 it wai; worth £E4,962,000 and in
1928-29 the value wa4; £3,910,886. In view
of the falling prices th,i primary producers
arc receiving for their commodities, the
Government can reasonably be expected to
reduce taxation. At least we should have
bad an amendment somewhat on the lines
of that which I moved last night, that those
whose incomes are being- den~leted as a re-
stilt of falling& prices should not have to

pay double tax. Quite a number of people
are optimistic to-day as regards the value
of wool. They cheerfully point out that
01 days gone by the growers received Is. A
pound and did very well. As a matter of
fact, at one stage they receiyed less. But
this fact is forgotten, that when the price
was Js. a lb., there was no Federal land
'1ad income tax, there was no State income
tax and certainly we did not have the high
tariff that exists b)-day and the cost of
production in every way was nothing as
compared with the position at the present
time. It does seem to me to be futile for
us who occupy public position, to urge
the people to economise, while so far as we
can judge, the Government are not making
any effort in a similar direction. At the
.4ame time we have to accept our share of
the responsibility of the Government's
failure to reduce expenditure. I have no
doubt that the Premier will be able to show
reductions in respect of his own Estimates,
but I suppose be will also argue that be-
cause of the falling prices for wool and
other commodities and the consequent de.
pletion of taxpayers' incomes, be will not
be able to collect as much as ini better cir-
cumstances he might be expected to gather
in. From his point of view then that wvill
be his justification for asking that the tax
shonuld remnin as it is. Aaains~t all that,
however, we must realise the benefits the
State is deriving from the 'Financial Agree-
ment, the Comnmonwealth -rant and the
raving to the State by our not having to
contribute to the sinking fund. Thus, in
fairness to the people, the reduction that

u smade the other eveniug should stand.
1 am strongly in favour of exempting rural
lands, those areas that are producing in-
come and if the Government cannot see
their way to permit the reduction to remain,
I hope they will consider the exemption of
the lands I have referred to. I agree that
incominc will be seriously depleted this year.
The retuarns submitted last -year show that
our exports were considerably reduced.
Perhaps I am unduly optimistic but I wish
to support the -remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition, and urge the Prmier not
to persist in his desire to extract more
money than he can possibly help from the
ratepayers. If we desire to encouragze
people to come here and invest their capital,
we want to show them that we are the
lowest taxed community in the Common-
wealth. We could with justiee reduce the
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amount of taxation by £99,000, and on the
figures submitted by the Premier he should
be able to balance the ledger seeing that he
has budgeted for a surplus of £105,000.
Whilst I would like to see the finances of
the State as nearly square as possible, it
is not healthy for the State t6 have a
surplus. It seems to lead to extravagance.

The Premier: From that aspect, this
State is not very unhealthy. It is 20 years
since we suffered from the ill-health of a
surplus.

Mr. THOMSON: We are told that one of
the reasons why the late Federal Govern-
ment became so extravagant in their ad-
ministration was that they had so much
money available and did not know what
to do with it. I do not suggest that the Pre-
mier is in that fortunate position, but in
view of the enormous savings effected by
the Financial Agreement, the Premier
might very well give the reduced rate a
trial for at least this year), As is often said
of measures submitted to the House, if the
lower tax did not do very much good it
.would not do very much harm, and whoever
was Treasurer after the next elections, if
he found it essential to reimpose the higher
rate, would be in a position to do so. I
hope the Premier will not insist on the
higher rate but will allow the Bill to stand
as amended.

The PREMIER: Fairly long experience
has taught me that there is no task so easy
as urging the other fellow to reduce ex-
penditure. It seems so easy to do when
the responsibility is not wvith the person
urging it. The Leader of the Opposition
and the Leader of the Country Party have
stressed the great benefits derived by the
State because of the Financial Agreement
and in other ways, but I could easily show
that not only have those benefits been
wiped out, hut a great deal more money
has been required to meet the increased ex-
penditure which was inevitable and which
has been sanctioned by this House.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot.
The PREMIER: I could show that the

interest charges alone have increased con-
siderably.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It would not he,
very wise to do that.

The PREMIER: The expenditure has
been approved of by the House.

Air. Thomson: We recognise that you have
to face increased interest charges.

The PREMIER: All the advantages that
have accrued to the State because of the
Financial Agreement have been stressed,
but those advantages have been more than
balanced by the increased payments of in-
terest year by year.

Mr. Thomson: Surely not!
The PREMIER: What do the interest

payments on an expenditure of E4,000,000
amount to? Such an expenditure has been
going on year after year. Let the hon. mem-
ber work it out and he will find it runs into
a couple of hundred thousand pounds a
year.

Mr. Thomson: Some of the expenditure
should be reproductive.

TRe PREMIER: Sonic is, but a great
deal is not. Loan expenditure on railwayt,
as a rule, is not reproductive for a few
years. Of the seven millions--speaking
from memory-spent on group settlement,
not one penny has been directly reproduc-
tive.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: It includes in-
terest and you have not paid the full in-
terest.

The PREMIER: It is easy to talk of the
increased revenue coming to us, but mnem-
bers know perfectly wvell that an increase
in the revenue also brings increased obli-
gations with regard to expenditure. In the
past increased revenue has almost always
meant a much greater increase of expen-
diture which over long years has been re-
sponsible for successive deficits. While our
total revenue may be £C2,000,000 more than
it wvas a fewv years ago, our total expend-
iture is also greater, and the increased ex-
penditure cann~ot be avoided. The ho~i.
member said that no effort had been made
to economise, but the greatest trouble I
and most Treasurers have is to resist re-
quests by members of the House as well
as the general public for increasled ex-
penditure.

Mr. Ferguson: You always say "No" when
I ask for anything.

The PREMIER: If I did not, there is
no telling where we should be. Night after
night the general trend of members' re-
marks is for increased expenditure, greater
facilities here, and more accommodation
there. Then they tell us we are the only
ones that are not economnising.

Mr. Thomson: We can only judge by the
figures showing the increase you have re-
ceived under the Financial Agreement.
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The PREMIER: But that has been wiped
out in other ways. One would imagine that
the expenditure had remained stationary.

Mr. Thomson: Not at all.
The PREMIER: Taxation in the last six

years has shown an increase of only
£169,000, but I could mention five or six
departments in which increased expend-
iture quite unavoidable and on services
that are not revenue-earning has amounted
in the same period to well over £300,000.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: But revenue
generally has increased.

The PREMI1ER: Of course it has, but I
am emphasising that expenditure also has
increased. it iLs all very well to argue that
because revenue has increased there should
be a surplus, but members know perfectly
well that the obligation rests upon the
State year by year to provide services that
mean increased expenditure. In the last
six years there has been in increase in the
education vote of £110,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is not as
great as was thle increase for the previous
six years.

The PREMIER: It is.
lion. Sir James Mitchell: No.
The PREMIER: Well, what does that

mean? One w'ould imagine that in the pre-
vious six years the ledger had been bal-
anced, instead of which the State went to
the had to a considerable extent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Be fair about
that or I shall have something to say on
it.

The PREMIER: When members have
quoted figures to show the benefit derived
from the Finaneial Agreement, surely I
am entitled to point out the other side and
show where unavoidable increases of ex-
penditure have been very large. No one
would claim that the increase on education
could be avoided. Medical and health shows
an increase of £37,000.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: That is not
much. There was a special tax for that.

The PREMIER: A special tax!
TRon. Sir James Mitchell: The amuse-

mnent tax producing £36,000 a year.
The PREMIER: That is niot included.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, it is.
The PREMIER: On lunacy the increase

is £26,000 and on police £71,000. Under two
awards the wages of the poiliee have been
increased by about 4s. per day in the last
three years, thus increasing the expenditure

by £70,000 as compared with what it was
six years ago. The increase on gaols has
been £83000 and on charities £23,000; and
under the Miners' Phthisis Act, which has
been in operation only three years, a pay-
ment of £40,000 a year is involved.

Mr. Thomson: That £40,000 is an enorm-
ous impost.

The PREMIER: Yes, and it has to come
out of revenue. We cannot establish agri-
cultural colleges in the country without in-
creasing the expenditure. Ten thousand
pounds has been provided for the mainten-
ace of the Agricultural Collage. If we

establish experimental farms in different
parts of the country, they cost money so,
through services rendered in one form or
another, the people have had the benefit
of the expenditure. A reduction in the
rate of land tax simply cannot be made if
we :are going to balance the ledger. r
again remind members that though they
have stressed the increase of land tax,
people who pay income tax have had a re-
duction of almost 60 per cent. and this is
the only State in the Commonwealth where
there has been a reduction of taxation in
the past six years. In the- other States, on
the contrary, there have been increases dur-
ing the same period, and in some States
enormous increases. During the past three
years South Australia has more than doubled
both its land and income tax, and its raiil-
way charges have been enormously increased.
In this morning's paper I read that the Pre-
mier of Victoria had announced an increase
of taxation there.

Mr. Mann: Do you doubt the wisdom of
having reduced the income tax last Parlia-
mnent.

E~on. Sir James Mitchell: The Premier
did not do that. The Federal Government
gave us the money.

The PREMIER: I do not doubt it, but
all the States have found it necessary to
increase taxation. This year South At's-
tralia is receiving a Federal grant of half
a million.

Rion. Sir James Mfitchell: No, £330,000.
The PREMIER: I thonghit it was half a

million.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- It is a million

spread over three years.
Mr. Thomson: South Australia has had

a cycle of had seasons.
The PREMIER: Every State has its

difficulties. South Australia is an old-settled
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and well-developed State and is not under
the obligation of spending large sums of
money on harbour and railway construction
or works of that kind. Its main public
works were constructed when loan money
was obtainable at a low rate of interest.
Granted that 'we have received benefit from
the Financial Agreement and that we have
had assistance from the Federal Government,
without it we should never have been able
to reduce taxation and we should never have
been able to get anywhere near balancing the
ledger. Now that we have been able to ap-
proach balancing the ledger, the time has
not arrived for us to reduse taxation. Even
now the calculations on which the Budget
was based have been upset by the latter por-
tion of the season. The Leader of the Op-
position laughs, but he knows that the sea-
sons influence the financial position of the
State, and doubtless when he was preparing
his Budgets, he took into consideration the
harvest prospects.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: South Australia, though
receiving a special Commonwealth grant of
£330,000, has a deficit or over £800,000 for
the year. New South Wales last year had a
deficit of a little more than £800,000. How-
ever, the New South Wales railways are not
included in the accounts of general revenue,
and so the loss made on the system dues not
appear in the Treasurer's Financial State-
ment. All along the line Western Australia
compares more than favourably with other
Australian States. Let me repeat something
I said when this question was last under
discussion: we are not over-taxed either in
the way of income tax or land tax as com-
pared -with any Eastern State.

Mr. Stubbs: Except Victoria.
The PREMIER: Except Victoria;, and

Victoria, bon. members may not be aware, is
not in the same position as it was in three
or four years ago with regard to taxation.

'Mr. Stubbs: Quite so.
The PREMIER: Victorian taxation is

still below the Australian average. It was
announced this morning, though, that Vic-
toria would increase its taxation for the cur-
rent financial year. Such increases in taxa-
tion, particularly those of South Australia,
are imposed upon people less favourably
situated for payment of taxes than we are.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No. South
Australia is a rich countr 7.

The PREMIER: She is, but she has been
living largely on her reserves for the last
four years.

lion. Sir James Mitchelli: lUving on other
countries.

The PREIER: Sec bow all her land
production has fallen off, For more than
three years the agricultural and pastoral in-
dustries of South Australia have been badly
hit, South Australia is in many respects a
wealthy country compared wit!) this State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes. South
Australia owns mines ho'rc and in other
States.

The PREMIER: Not so many now.
Eon. Sir James Mtchell;. She draws rev-

enue from every other Australian State.
She makes motor bodies for the whole of
Australia.

The PREMIER: Althovgh she is a com-
paratively wealthy State, I doubt whether
her taxpayers are as well 'ible to pay as ours
arc. Facts and figures show that our taxa-
tion is not excessive. The Leader of the
Country Party said that in view of the esti-
mated surplus we ought to reduce taxation.
We ought not to anticipate a surplus by re-
ducing taxation, even though we necessarily
anticipate it in the preparation of the Bud-
get. IV(- arc not justified in reducing taxa-
tion because of 'what is only an estimated
surplus; we must wait until we have the
bird actually in the hand. Farther, because
of the increase in the English bank rate of
interest our expenditure at Rome is greatly
increased, since we are working there on a
heavy overdraft, If the London money mar-
ket doe-; not improve in the near future, we
shall have to continue upon a very large
overdraft.

Mr. Sampson: Does the Premier take the
suggested surplus too seriously

The PREMIER: We can hope for the
best.

Mr. Sampson:- And prepare for the worst.
The PREIER: The 'urp Ins is not yet

realised. I should be as happy as anybody
to reduce taxation if it could be done safely;
but at present it cannot he done unless some
services essential to the people are cut out
in order to reduce expenditure. Every hon.
member would object to that, at all events
for his own district. After careful reviewr
of the position I have not been able to dis-
cover where services can he reduced or ex-
penditure lessened to enable us to reduce
taxes. Certainly our land tax is not above
the average of Australian land taxes.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier's comparisons will bring little com-
fort to Western Australian taxpayers. Most
of the Eastern States have been spend-
ing at a furious rate. Indeed, the
Queensland Labour Premier said his
State had for years been on a finan-
cial jag. Moreover, compared with the
population of Queensland we tire only

ELfew people*--somie 400,000. Aga,
Queensland had not a sinking fund in Lon-
don as we have; and so to Queensland there
was no great advantage from the Financial
Agreement in that respect, whereas Western
Australia beniefits to the extent of £300,000
per annumn. I regret the Premier's refer-
ences to the deficit that accumulated during
my term of office. It is true a deficit did
occur. I inherited a deficit of £650,000, and
iii five years brought it down to £C229,000-
a creditable achievement, according to the
Premier; and it was a j'reditable achieve-
ment. Then again, the deficit was not of
my making. My highr-st revenue was
£7,865,000, whereas the Premier's highest
revenue has been £9,947,000, or over
£2,000,000 more. My last deficit was
C229,000; the Premier's last deficit was
£275,000. The increase in the Education
Vote in my time was £214,000.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not wish
to cheek the hon. mnember, hut I na rather
afraid he is going a little wvide of the mark
when he enters upon all the financial rami-
ficaticu's of the State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MfITCHERLL:- May I
not reply to the Premier?

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
Premier covered quite the same ground. I
would be too lenient if I allowed the discus-
sion to continue in this way.

lion. Sir JAXES MITCHELL: It is no
argument for the Premier to say that his
Education Vote has increased by £139,000
and that therefore he must have this addi-
tional land taxation.

The CHAIRMAN: That was merely in
justification. We do not want a retro-
spective review of the entire financial posi-
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCH3ELL: The
Premier said that as the Education Vote had
exceeded his estimate, he must have increased
land tax. There is also the additional in-
terest bill calling for increased taxation. The
Premier borrowed in five years £2,000,000,
as against £15,000,000 borrowed in the pre-

ceding five years; but owing to cheap money
the Premier's interest bill wVEs only about
£368,000 more than mine. The State now
gets money at 1 per cent., and the paying-
off of the loan for the goldfields water
scheme saves £C75,000 a year. Thus the
interest bill has not increased as one might
well expect it to do in view of the enorm-
ouis borrowring. M1oreover, the £300,000 we
f'ormerly had to pay to London comes off
the interest and zinking fund bill as well.
Whichever way it is taken, we should be in
a position to reduce taxation considerably,
with the advantages we have. There is room
for a reduction of taxes now, having regard
to the surplus of £105,000 anticipated by
the Premier. The thing is not to compare
taxation here with taxation elsewhere in
Australia. We have invested our borrowed
money more wisely than is the case with
other States. It would be instructive if each
hon. member 'would turn up the increased
earnings of the railways during the past five
years, and compare them with the increased
earnings of the previous live years. Every-
thing has come our way favourably to the
Treasurer during recent years. It must have
been an advantage to the Treasurer to have
so much loan expenditure.

The Premier: Not quite everything has
come our way. We are now paying Ba. per
week more to every one of 8,000 railway
employees than was the case a few Years
ago.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In my
timae every railway wages employee got an
increase equal to £57 per annum.

The Premier: But the hon. gentleman
raised the railway rates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MKITCHELL: Not
nearly enough to cover the increased ex-
penditure; and the Premier is enjoying
those increases.

The Premier: But we have had increased
'wages on top of the increase the hon. gen-
tleman had.

Honl. Sir JAMIES -MITCHELL: Yes, with
increased earnings. But the strange thing
is that the Premier's earnings have increased
by only £600,000, whereas in my ease the
increase was £1,400,000.

The Minister for Railways: You inereased
the railway rates.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1TCHELL: I do not
know that the Minister for Railways h"a
reduced freights since taking office. Prob-
ably be has increased them somewhat, I
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know he draws more revenue from the re-
freshment rooms than was the ease in my
time.

The Minister for Railways: You know we
reduced railway rates to compensate the in-
crease in land tax. By that we lose £65,000
this year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are increases all the time. Salaries increase
year by year throughout the service

The Minister for Railways: There are
very few business people who do not ex-
pect increases.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This is not a
general discussion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If it
were not so, there would be a substantial
reduction. There is no justification for a
change of front on the part of the Com-
mittee. The other day we voted for a re-
duction in the land tax from 2d. to 1d. Now
the Premier asks us to reverse that decision
and to allow him to have his taxation at
the higher figure. I will not agree to that.
I have endeavoured to show that it is not
justified, and that we have got money from
unexpected sources. That revenue has been
clear and has not cost the people much. The
people, therefore, should derive some benefit.
1 have shown that while the Premier will
not pay £99,000 into the sinking, fund, the
Federal Government are taking that from
the people of Western Australia to pay it
to our account- Surely an equivalent amount
must come olf taxation. We cannot ask
the people to submit to a double tax in
order that one payment may be made on
our account. I hope the Premier will allow
the Bill to pass as it stands now.

Mir. SAMPSON: I regret the Premier's,
decision to recommit the clause. I had
hoped that he would give effect to the op-
timism he displayed when delivering is
Budget Speech, by allowing the land tax to
stand.

Mr. .Sleemnan: You were an optimist!
Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier has practi-

cally admitted that he was unjustifiably op-
timistic in anticipating the surplus he indi-
cated, and now the optimism has turned to
a definite indication of pessimism. The
Leader of the Opposition, who has a thor-
ough grip of the financial situation, has
urged effectively that the land tax should
be reduced, but we know that numbers will
outweigh the sagacity of his remarks.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would you sni
gest that city properties are overtaxed at
rate of 2d. iii the pound?~

Mr. SAMPSON: While the intrinsi
value of land, from the standpoint of pr(
duetion, may not have increased, stil mh
Government must benefit materially becaus
of thle upward trend of city values. Th
report submitted by the Commissioner o
Taxation shows a reord of wonderful ii
creases in values during the past few year.
and those figures are worthy of considers
tiun by hon. members. That result he
been achieved d:spite the tax being double
by the Premnier. When the Leader of th
Opposition became Premier, the eountr
was stagg-Iring under a tremendous defici,

The CHAlIRMAN- Order! I must as
the hon. member to keep strictly t
Clause 2.

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire to do so.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member wi

not be allowed to wander all over the plac
dealing with past deficits and the ramiflet
tions of the financial history of the Stab

Mfr. SAMPSON: Would I be in orde
mn bringing forward arguments--

The CHAIRM1AN: The hon. mewmher wi
be in order if he discusses Clause 2, othei
wise he will be out of order.

Mr. SAMPSON: If I advance figures t
enable a comparison to be made betwee
the position when the land tax was hal
what it is to-day, with present-day coin
ditions, 1 shall be within the limitation
which you, 31r. Chairman, as a strict Chai,
man of Committees, would insist upon.
was observing that when the Leader of th
Opposition became Premier the country wa
struggLing under a deficit.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do no
wish to curb the hon. member, hut he know
he is quite out of order. I would like t
be as tolerant as possible, but I will nc
allow the hon, member to indulge ini a re
view of past finances. I hope the hor
member will exercise a little common sensE

Mr. SAM.%PSON: I do not mind exer
cising that but I shall expect somethin
similar from the Chairman of Comniittev

The CHAIRMAtN: Order!
Mr. SAM1PSON: In view of all the ciz

eumatances, including the rapid increase a
land values, there is no justification fo
continuing the double tax, especially be
cause of the fact that exemptions tha
formerly applied are no longer allowed.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .19

Noes .. . .14

Majority for

Arms.
Mr. Obessor.
Mr qollisr
Mr. Corerley
Mr. Cowan
Mr. Cunningham
Miss Hlolman
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lomond
Mr. Marshall

None.
Mr. Angelo
Mr. Dary
Mr. Fergusn
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Lindfty
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir

5

Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McCallum
Millington
Munsis
Rowe
Sleeman
Troy
A. Wanebrough

Wilmsoc

Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. Al. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. F. Wanabrough
Mr. North

(Taler.)

Amendment thus passed.

The PREMIER: I move-
'That the words '"two pence" be inserted in

lieu of those struck out.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. It is not necessary to go over the
whole ground again. The Committee rea-
Uised that 1d. in the pound should he im-
posed as land tax for the year, and decided
accordingly. Now the Committee are asked
to change their mind. I hope members will
remember what they are doing and that the
people will remember what the Committee
have done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 9f

Noes .. . .14

Majority for -- 5

A"@S.
Mr. Cbeaon
Mr. Collter
Mr. Covericy
Mr. Cowso
Mr. Cuningham
Miss Helmeat
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lomond
Mr. Marshall

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McCallum
Millington

Rowe

A. Wanabrough

Wilson

Nloss.
Angelo
Gary
Farguon. I
Oriffitha
Lindsay
Mann
James Mitchell

Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. At. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Traylor
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. P. Wanebroush
Mr. North

Maer.)d

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment.

BILL,-ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY ACT Ah NDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the amendment
made by the Assembiy on the amendment
made by the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1929-30
Report of Committee of Supply adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Ways and Means, Mr. Lambert in
the Chair.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. P. Collier-Boulder) [8.5]: 1 move-

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of the
year ending B0th June, 1930, a sum not ex-
ceeding £6,634,488 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £154,935 from the
Sale of Government Property Trust Account,
and £700,000 from the Appropriation Sus-
pense Trust Account.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1929-30.

In Committee of Sup ply.

Resumed from the previous sitting; Mr.
Lambert in the Chair.

Vote - Development of
£1A369,53.0--agreed to.

Agriculture,

Vote--Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, etc., Z452,000:

Bon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I pro-
(Teller.) sume the amount set out here fore r-oads and
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bridges is the amount proposed to be spent
,on roads, including main roads, for the com-
ing year.

The Premier: Yes.
*Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Already
this session we have discussed the Main
Roads expenditure several times, and only
to-day we have referred to the money held
up in this country during thd last two
years, and which will be spent this year.
'The other day I referred to an officer who,
under the Main Roads Board, seems to have
nothing to do but travel about from con-
tract to contract and see to it that the men's
wages are paid. I want to know what this
official himself is being paid, also why he
was appointed, and what his duties are. It
seems that quite a new post has been cre-
ated; at any rate, we do not find a corres-
ponding official on any other worn. I should
think this official is not wanted in the posi-
tion, and I shall be very much surprised
if we find that his duty consists solely of
going from contract to contract to assure
himself that the men arc being paid the rate
of wages prescribed by the Arbitration
Court. Have we any other officer doing
similar workI Will the Minister tell us
what the justification may be for the ex-
penditure of public money in this way?)

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No of-
ficer has been specially appointed to see
that the wages and conditions in the Arbitra-
tion Court's award are carried out by the
contractors. There has been appointed an
officer whoge duty it is to go round and see
to it that the conditions of the contract are
being carried out, and to see also that the
plant hired by the department to the con-
tractor is receivng fair treatment. It be-
came a pressing question to make sure that
the large quantity of costly plant hired by
the department to the contractors was re-
ceiving decent treatment, for the cost of re-
pairs has gone up enormously. Consequently
a skilled engineer has been engaged to inspect
the plant on the job and see that it is receiv-

*ing proper attention and use. And while
he is doing that he is also charged to see
that the conditions of the contract are car-
ried out, those conditions including not only
that the proper rate of wages is paid, but
also that no foreigner is employed. And
there are many other conditions, the tion-ob-
sei-vance of some of which hase led to numer-
ous complaints. The question of awards and
conditions is only one phase of the work,
and would he only a minor phase. He has

to perform other duties. The man selected
for the position is an engineer, a litter by
trade, who will be able to pay skilled atten-
tion to the plant, and it anything requires
adjustment to see that the work is done.
There have been many complaints in other
directions. The conditions of contract set
out that no foreigners may be employed
without the permission of the Minister. Only
last week I received a complaint from Esper-
auce that contractors there are employing
foreigners to the detriment of local people
who are out of work. Someone must have
a check upon the positipn to see that the
conditions of the contract are adhered fo.
We have valuable plants in use, steam roll-
ers, power graders, and heaps. of other ma-
chinery representing a good deal of money.
The charges for hire are fixed by the plant
engineer. He has complained about the cost
of repairs, and it was deemed necessary to
have closer supervision cxercised over the
plant. There is plenty of wvork for the offi-
cer to do. He is receiving £8 a week, and
is required to travel all over the State ex-
cept in the North-West whiere the work is
being done by the local authorities. Con-
tractors are operating between Oeraldton
and Esperance, and it is necessary that their
wvork should be supervised.

Mr. MNann: Does the officer draw travel-
ling expenses?

The MISTER FOR WORKS- The
usual travelling expenses that are given un-
der the Public Service Regulations. Even
members of the Main Roads Board get only
Public Service travelling allowances. It is
thought there wvill be at, financial loss over
this appointment, and there may possibly
be a gain because our plants will be properly
looked after. We hope to save the heavy'
cost that has had to be incurred in repair
work during the last 12 months.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The re-
pair account has been tremendous. Whether
it has been justified or not is another mat-
ter. I thought district engineers wvere in
charge of each district. Apparently this
new officer will he superior in some direc-
tions to the district engineers. Is he ap-
pointed by the Main Roads Board?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And sub-

ject to them?
The Minister for Works: Yes,
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; His

duties will principally be to see that the
award rates are paid. I suppose he would
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also be used to see that union tickets are
'eld by aUl persons working on the job. I
lo not think the Government have the right
Lo use an officer for that purpose. It is a
itrange appointment. I could understand an
axperienced man being sent out to see that
valuable machinery was properly lookea
,fter, hut cannot understand why someone
ahould he sent out to look into everything
%hat happens in connection with a particu-
lar -work.

The Minister for Works: A district en-
3ineer has a tremendous distance to cover.
Dune district extends from Leonora to Esper-
wee.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
-annot be mu~ch road work going on between
bhiose centres. I regard the appointment as
annecessary. It is particularly unfortunate
that a man has been appointed chiefly to
me that award rates are being paid. Al-
ready there exists a law which enables the
worker to recover the wages due. I can-
aot understand any man not knowing what
pay he should get under an award. This
%ppointment must mean extra expenditure.

Mr. Ferguson: There is no award cover-
ing country districts, is there?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
either an award or an agreement between
the men and the Minister.

The Minister for Works: The Public
Works, Department agreement c6vers this
work.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Where
there is an aLward, that prevails.

The Minister for Works: It is registered
with the court. It is the court's decision.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: I under-
tand that where A.W.U. men work, they
ire subject to the award.

The Mfinister for Works: It is a common
rule which is registered. It was fixed as
-in agreement between the department and
the union.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
means that any employer or man affected
nay appear before the court. The whole
buciness- is stranvre: T do not like it. We
-nght to make the cost bf administration as
low as possible. There are some men doing
real work.

Mr. Thomson: And half a dozen seeing
that the others are workine.

'Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Engin-
-ers in control are necessary and others arc
required to lay out the work. I prote,;t
against the appointment of men who are not

necessary and against the expenditure ofE
public funds in that direction. Undoubtedly
the taxpayers will also protest against this
sort of thing. We are reaching an .n-tra-
ordinary tangle in our financial arrange-
meats and our control of works~of this die-
seription.

Mr. STUBBS :' On page 29 of the Esti-
mates there is a marginal note referring to
the Yilgarn district, clearing roads in the
Jt otvestaiiia and .Uollerin areas, Lake IKing
districts, etc. On the same page there
is a reference to clearing roads in
Forrestania, M1ollerin, Lake King diw.-
tiid, etc. 1 understood that the work
which has bcen going on there for the last
year or two was to be paid for out of cheap
money derived under the Migration Agree-
ment. Is that so, or are we borrowing
money specially for this purpose? I un-
derstand that about £70,000 has been spent
in the opening up of good roads for the
development of a large tract of country
lying east of Southern Cross. Is this money
coming out of the so-called cheap money?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid thme bon. member is a little confused
in the matter. The money approved under
the Migration Agreement still has to be bor-
rowed by the Government. If we receive
approval f or a loan of half a million or a
million we are not given that sum of money.
We have to borrow it under our own Loan
Bill and pay interest upon it.

Mr. Stubbs: I thought that the money
was advanced to the Government.

The.MINISTER FOR WORKS: It comes
out of our loans. When approval hs been
given it is necessary f or the money to be
raised,

Mr. Thomson: I thought that the sum
of £180,000 had geen granted specially for
that particular work.

Tile MINISTER FOR WORKS: The au-;
thorities do not go on the market to bor-
row the money, but it comes out of loan
moneys raised for Western Australia. The
money is not borrowed separately.

H~on. 0. TAYLOR: I can understand
that in a big contract the machinery is sub-
jected to rough usage at times. As it is not
the property of the contractor he may not
be as careful with it as would otherwise be
the case, and it is necessary to exercise some
supervision over it. I do not know that any
special supervision is required to see that-
award rates are paid. The industrial or-
ganisations employ men of their own to at-
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tend to that sort of thing. No matter what
time has elapsed, short pay can always be
recovered. I trust that that portion of the
officers work is infinitesimal.

The Minister for Works: The Main Roads
Board require production of certificates of
compliance with award eonditions beforp
any advance is made.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Minister also said
a p-tt of the officer's duty was to see that
foreigners were not employed on these road
works.

The Minister for Works: That is part of
the conditions of contract.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: How is discrimination
wade? A foreigner may be naturalised.

The Minister for Works: Ile is not a faor-
cigner once he is naturalised. Then he is
a Britisher.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: People are apt to re-
gard even a naturalised alien as a foreigner.

The Minister for 'Works: The naturalisa-
tion papers are checked.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Is there any difficulty
in that respect?

The Minister for Works: None.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Since the war ' many

foreigners have become naturalised, and in-
tention to apply for naturalisation is Ir&-
qucatly advertised. Do many foreigners try
to get employment on road works?

The Minister for Works: That used to be
the case.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: It is necessary to do
something for the protection of our people.
The engineer should have no difficulty as
to that part of the agreement which refers
to observance of a-wards. The men can look
after themselves in that respect, thanks to
the legal machinery at their disposal, the
financial strength of their organisation, and
their representation in Parliament. The
State should not be called upon to contri-
bute anything towards the salary of an
officer doing that work. Besides, noth-
ing irritates a union steward more than
a Government engineer butting in with a
different opinion.

The Minister for Works: That matter
can he left to the union organiser.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes.
Mr. THOMSON: Earlier in the debate

we were told that economy was being exer-
cised in every direction. The appointment
now under consideration costs the State
at least £1,000 a year.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no! Noth-
ing like it.

Mrn THOMSON: Then well over £500
year. The officer is paid £8 per week, ani
he must have a motor ear. The total o
his yearly salary and expenses will not b
much under £1,000. It is not necessary t
have a special officer going round to se
that contractors carry out conditions o
contract. The Works Department requir
a sworn declaration as to observance of th
conditions, before any payment is mad(
An officer of this kind has not been founo
necessary in other States for checking th
correctness of contractors' sworn declare
Lions. Before a contractor gets any pay
ment for work done, he must furnish sue.i
a declaration. If the Works .Departmen
enforced all the conditions of contrac
strictly to the letter, no one would eve
take a contract from the tdepartment-
there is no loophole whatever. Westeri
Australia is indeed fortunate in havinj
such capable officers in the Works Depart
moot; I refer especially to the outsid
supervisors, whose services are not suffie
iently remunerated. As to looking aftei
machinery, I assume that the great bulk o:
the machinery lent to contractors is len
to reputable firms, who no doubt have tc
lodge deposits guaranteeing its safe return
F~urther the firms have to obtain guaran
tors. 1 do not know the person ap
pointed to the position; in fact, I dh
Dot know of the appointment untilI
heard the remarks of the Opposition Leader
Still, the Government have embarked upor
a principle which will mean the appoint
mnent of additional supervisors. It has beer
said that on some jobs there are two mer
doing the work and half a dozen supervis.
ing the doing of it. These things go tc
show how essential it is to have a puhlh(
works committee to investigate expenditurE
of public money. Here we are dealing with
a proposed loan expenditure of £35,000.
All the information the Committee have iE
that £E365,000 is to be 'spent in certain
directions which are briefly enumerated,
The Minister has given his reasons for the
proposed expenditure. I see no grounds fox
the appointment of an officer to watch that
contractors comply with conditions of con-
tract, especially as we have district en-
gineers.

The Minister for Works: A district en-
gineer might have a hundred jobs in his
district at one time.
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Mr. THOMSON: The same thing applies
to offcers supervising the emoction of pub-
lic buildings.

The Minister for Works: It is many
years since that state of things obtained.

Mr. THOMSON: Public buildings super-
visors have large areas to cover, and fre-
quently have numerous jobs to visit. If the
principle involved in the appointment of
this officer is applicable to road construc-
tion, it should he applicable to other works.

The Minister for Works: All contracts
are inspected.

Mr. THOMSON: I fail to see the need
for this officer, though it is wise to see that
road construction machinery is maintained
in good order and condition.

The Minister for Works: Hundreds of
pounds have sometimes had to be spent in
repairing machinery after its return to the
department.

Mr. THOMSON: If valuable machinery
is lent to contractors, they should be held
responsible for its proper upkeep. Much
road work is done by local authorities; and
if they receive machinery in good order and
condition, they should be held strictly ac-
countable for its proper maintenance and
safe return.

The Minister for Works: The local auth-
orities are not free from blame in the mat-
ter .

Mr. THOMSON: The Government are en-
titled to see that machinery lent in good
order and condition is returned in the same
order and condition, subject to reasonable
wear and tear. If that were this officer's
sole duty, he might effect considerable sav-
ings. The main point is that we ought to
do away with what we consider unnecessary
appointments, but if the Minister says that
this appointment is necessary, we must ac-
cept his decision.

Item-Public Buildings (including sew-
erage and equipment new buildings),
£75,000:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The provision of pol-
ice quarters for Tammin has been promised
for a long time. I would lie to know
whether anything will be done to meet that
requirement. The vote is £8,000 less than
it was for last year. I would again men-
tion the request of small country districts
for the provision of shelter sheds for the

children. Is anything being done along
those lines I

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Other Undertakings, A33,600:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I under-
stand that we will have an opportunity to
discuss the Estimates of the State Trading
Concerns later on. In the cfreaumstfhnces,
it is not necessary to deal with those con-
cerns at this stage. The money involved in
the undertakings mentioned in the -vote
is not well spent. The expenditure is added
to each year and it would be better if we
did not have any of these concerns at alL
We would not be losing what we are now.

Item-State Hotels and Tourist Resorts,
£2,500:

Mr. FERGUSON: Has any provision
been made for additions to the State hotel
at Wongan Hills I For three years I have
stressed the importance of greater facilities
being provided.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
will turn to page 31 he will see that pro-
vision is made for the additions he refers
to.

Mr. FERGUSON: I would like to know
whether the work will be carried out this
year. Last week the Minister for Agri-
culture was at Wongan Hills and he real-
ised the necessity for additional facilities.
Twelve months ago the Minister for Works
was there and considered the question. of
additions. When he goes there an effort
is made to provide him with a bed inside
the building; the average individual has to
sleep on the verandah! On that occasion
the Minister telegraphed to Perth to as-
certain the position and be received a re-
ply. that the money was available and that
the plans were then before the Chief Sec-
retary for his approval. Twelve months
have elapsed and nothing has been done.
Will the Premier give me his assurance
that the work will be carried out this year.

The Premier: I cannot do that, but it is
hoped that it will be.

Mr. FERGUSON: 'We have lived on hope
for the past three years!I

The Premier: I know you have.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported, and the rep)rt
adopt ed.
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EILL-APPROPMIATION.

message.

Message from the Lieutenant Governor
received and read recommending appro-
priation for the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as will enable the adoption of the
report of the Committee of Ways end
Means and the passing of the Appropria-
tion Bill through all its stages at this sit-
ting.

All Stages.

In accordance with resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave obtained to introduce the Ap-
propriation Bill, which was read a first
time.

Second Reading.

On motion by the Premier, Bill read a
second time.

In Committee.-

Mr. Angelo in the Chair;, the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Schedule A:
Air. DAVY: Merely seeking information,

I ask why there should be blanks in this
Schedule. For instance, we have it "Under
Act N1,o.-" Why are the numbers not
given?

The Premier: Because those were Supply
Bills passed during this session, and they
have not yet been numbered. That omission
will be supplied in due course.

Mr. DAVY: Very well. I am content.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedules B3 to fl-agreed to.

Preamble, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Eml read a third times and transmitted to
the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-STATE TRAD-
ERG C0OERNS.

In committee.

Mr. Lambert in the Chair.

Division-State Brickwoorks, £46,630:

Hon. Sir JA-MES MITCHELL: These
trading concerns absorb a great deal. of
money. We have £2,820,000 invested in
them. We have made a profit of £M7,000,
and losses totalling £1,543,000. So the loss
is greater than the profit by £14126,000. It
is a very serious matter for the poopls of
the country to have to stand such an enor-
inous loss.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must confine himself to the division
before the Chair. There can be no gen-
eral discussion on the State trading con-
cerns.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Very
well, I have quoted the essential figures,
and I will leave it to the public to deter-
mine whether or not the State trading con-
cerns are any good to the 'workers or any-
one else.

Division put and passed.

)Xvisian--Stote Ferries, £9,82-agreed
to.

Division-State Hotels, £62,128:

Hon. Sir JA'MES M.NITCHELL: I should
like to know from the Minister why these
hotels are charging increased prices. As a
i le, the State hotel is the only hotel in the

town, and so it is a very serious matter
for the farmer's wife and family when the
charge for a meal jumps from 2s. 6d. to 3s.
It way be argued that the increase has been
adopted to secure adequate service; but it
is a very bad thing when the State hotels
make considerable profit by increasing the
charges. Last year we made about £10,000
from the State hotels, and altogether we
have made about £30,000 more than the
hotels have cost the State. They have been
profitable and I think we should give the
public the benefit, just as far as we can.
Why -should the charges against the public
be increased ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The clharges have been increased, but I do
not think anybody can say they are ex-
cessive. The tariff was increased last J'uly
from 109. per day to 12s. per day and
£3 10s. per week.
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lion. G. Taylor: it is four guineas per
,veek at the Caves House.

The Minister for Mines: But there you
,et better accommodation than you can get
n Perth for £6.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
JThere is no other State in the Common-
wvealth where hotel charges are as reasonable
is they are in Western Australia. And that
iolds good in respect of State hotels.
iWherever I have found myself, the charge
ans been considerably in excess of that at
'tate hotels. So I have no apology to offer
or the increased tariff. The point is that

iroper service should be given, and I do
tot think proper service could be given at
inything below the existing rate.

Mr. SAMIPSON: I agree that the rates
n other countries for hotel service are
iigher than in Western Australia. But one
ast acknowledge that the hotel service in
,ther countries is far more elaborate.

The Premier: It is not more elaborate in
:he other Australian States, where the rate
ire double those charged in Western Aus-
anl a.
Air. SAMPSON: I know that our hotel

-ates are low, but one is justified in asking
vhy the Government should take the initia-
Ave in increasing the rates at State hotels.
In nany of the privata hotels in country
!entres the rate is still 10. per day.

The Premier: And in many others it is
2s. per day.
Mr. SAMPSON: Most of the State hotels

ire small, yet they adopt the higher rate
)I M2.

The Premier: They may be small, but
.he accommodation they provide is dis-
inetly good.

Mr. SAMPSON: I admit it, but again T
luestion the justification for doing some-
hing that actually means an increase in the
:ost of living. The State hotels have in-
,resed their rates although there has been
in appreciable increase in the cost of living
if late. So why should the Minister raise
he rate?

The Premier: There you are again. Yom
rant taxation reduced, but as soon as I
ry to get a little extra from anywhere at
ill you are all out against me.

Mr. SAMPSON: If I thought the Pre-
nier would benefit by increasing the rates
if the State hotels, I would not object.
3ut we have a shrewd suspicion that if the
iotels were leased the Premier would re-
eeive mome revenue from them, and would

not have to bear the odiumn that attaches
it running ,a business for the sake of
profit.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: You had ain opportunity to stop
it.

ir .SA2%PSON: Hlad the opportunity
occurred, f would have wiped them all out

The Premier: 'What prevented you?
Mr. SAMIPSON: As the Premier knows,

a IMinister is not allowed to go his own
gait. That is why I did not close up the
State hotels.

The Premier: The explanation is at-
cepted.

Air. SAMPSON: Had I been able to do
so I would have counted it for righteous-
ness, and handed over the hotels to private
enterprise. I am disappointed at the in-
crease in the rates charged at State hotels.
'Why have they been increased?

The Minister for Agriculture: Because
the dining rooms do not pay.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister adopted
the easy attitude and said, "We have no
opposition; we can turn the screw on the
onfortunates *who are compelled to pat-
ronise our hotels." I am not criticising the
conduct of State hotels; the cooking is good,
they are well run and cleanly conducted,
hot there was no justifleation for the
increase.

The Minister for Agriculture: How do
yon know the charges are excessivet

The Premier: They aire not excessive in
comparison with the hotels on the Continent
patronised by the member for Swan.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am
telling you that the dining room does nt
pay.

Mr. SAMPSON: Hotel charges gener-
ally in this State are moderate, but I re-
gret that the State should lead the van
ii the matter of increasing charges. I re-
gret that Ministers, when dealing with
hotel.- sawmills and brickworks, should do
something- not in the interests of the strug-
gling lproletariat. We must not be led
astray by' the actions of other people. The
Minister has not replied to my question. He
l'as neither reason nor justification to offer,
becouse there is none.

Mr. DAVY: I am not frightfully exer-
cised that the price of board and lodging
at hotels should have been raised 2s. What

-annoys me is that Parliament should be dis-
cussing such a matter. We would not be
discussing it if the Government had not
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poked its nose into things that have nothing M1r. DAVY: Then I shall wove a motion.
to do with government. I should like to
hear some sort of defence by the Premier as
to why the Government should continue to
run hotels and why the time of Parliament
should be wasted in criticising the wretched
question of whether the hotel tariff should
be 2s. or Is. more or less than it was last
year or the year before.

The Premier: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition did not dispose of them when he was
in office.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier does not really
think that is an answer to the point I have
raised. Because someone else c;ontinued the
hotels, that is no reason why Parliament,
which should be much more experienced now
than it was years ago in respect to an abso-
lute folly, should have to occupy its time with
this matter. There cannot bea any argument
socialistic, Bolshevistic, capitalistic, or any
other "istic" in favour of the State running
a few hotels. Their only effect is to cause
more trouble to the Government, occupy
the time of some Minister wvho might be bet-
ter employed, and waste the time of Par-
liament which could be devoted to more im-
portant matters.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you think the Govern-
ment should control the lot?

Mr. DAVY: I can understand the point
of view of a man who contends that all
hotels should be run by the State. There
is a grain of sense in that.

Mr. Sleeman: It is a step in the right
directionV

Mr. DAVY: We have half a dozen hotels
dotted about the country, and there is no
symptom of any Government having moved
to increase the number. I do not believe
the number will be increased.

Mr. Sleeman: Your complaint is we Fire
not taking them fast enough.

Mr. DAVY: My complaint is nothing of
the sort, and the hon. member knows it.
There is no point in maintaining a depart-
ment to run a few hotels in different dig-
triota.

The CHAIRMAN: f do not know that
the hon. member is in order.

Mr. DAVY: Exactly what we are entitled
to discuss I do not know.

The CHAIRMAN: I find no difficulty in
deciding, but I do not wvish to be too arbi-
trarv. If the hoin, member desires to move.
a motion, it will be quite competent for him
to do so.

The CHAIRMAN: But the boil. member
must do it at the proper time.

Mr. DAVY: I shall content myself with
saying that the continuation of this depart-
ment cannot conceivably serve any good
purpose, and if it does nothing worse, it
wastes a tremendous lot of precious time,
both of the Government and of Parliament.

Mr. Sampson: And it is derogatory to
the dignity of Government and Parliament.

Division put and passed.

Division, State Implement aind Engineer-
ing lI'orlcs, P62,128:

Mr. ANGELO: It is very disappointing
year after year to find the State Implement
Works showing a loss. Evidently a loss of
£4,496 is estimated for the present financial
year. The question will have to be seriously
considered before long whether the State
Implement Works will be sold or whether
some other method of conducting them will
he adopted by the Government. I do not
wish to see the State Implement Works
abolished because they are providing a lot
of employment.

Mr. Mfann: How many men are employed
there?

M r. ANGELO: I believe the number is
300 or 400. One solution would be to alter
the method of conducting the work. I wish
to direct the attention of the Oovernnwnt
to what has happened in a similar trading
concern in New South Wales. I refer to
Walsh Island. I have a cutting from the
"Sydney Morning Herald" of about three
weeks ago.

The Premier: They are engineering works.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes.
.The Premier: Has that matter any rela-

tion to our implement works?
The CHAIRMAN: I cannot see any great

amount of reevance between the matter
the hon. member wishes to cite and these
Estimates.

The Premier: They are miles apart.
Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps the Premier does

not wish me to read this extract.
The CHAIRMAN: I am not concerned

with what the Government wish or do not
wish; it is my desire to confine the discus-
sion as far as possible to the State Imple-
nent and Engineering Works.

Mr. ANGELO: I am suggesting that the
Government should copy the example set by
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the Government of New South Wales. The
extract reads--

Speaking at Kogarah last night, the State
Treasurer (Mr Stevens) gave some account of
the remarkable improvement in trade at Walsh
lslkpd siuce the Government instituted the sys-
tem of Payment by results. Whereas the en-
terprise lost £42,739 in 1927 it made a profit
for the financial year ended June 30, 1929, of
over £80,000, and the employees increased
from 1,250 to 2,500.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Who paid that, the
farmers!

Mlr. ANGELO; I am not discussing who
paid it. The system of payment by results,
I believe, is likely to lie instituted almost
throughout New South Wales, and that ex-
ample will have to be followed here.

The Premier: Then sonme members here
would receive a very small salary.

Mr-. ANGELO; I nam prepared to start
by reducing our talary in this time of stress,
but we ni-cnot the State Implement Works.
The extract continues--

The aim of the management had been to
secure a turnover which would meet working
expenses and provide for depreciation and in.
terest on capital, said Mr. Stevens. That turn-
over was not necarly reached during 1926-27.
The number of employees at June 30, 1927,
was 1,250.

''The Harmn Government,'' continued the
Treasurer, ''decided to alter the working con-
ditions of the dlockyard as from the end of
1927. In order to arrest the drift and to save
the enterprise the Government decided to in-
troduce the systenm of payment by results. At
first the men did not like it, and actually went
on strike. The. Premier then said that unless
they were prepared to assist the management
by adopting that method of payment and
going back to wvork under those conditions he
would sell the business right out, lock, stock,
and barrel. Fortunately for the men and for
the Government wiser counsels prevailed, and
they agreed to worli aur have continued to
work tinder the piecework system.

''The results of the Government's decision
first became reflected in the balance-sheet for
the year ended June 30 , 1928. That year dis-
closed a gross profit of £42,690. The turnover
for the year (E908,038) was the greatest for
some time and wvas £334,1000 in excess of that
of the previous period.

' 'There is no room for conjecture as to the
caume underlying the conversion of a £42,739
loss in 1927 to an almost equivalent profit
(1£42,690) in 1028. The official report contains
this statementt;-'The management considers
that the system of payment by results was the
principal factor in showing the profit on the
year'Is activities.'

''The results are more remarkable when it is
realised that the piece-work system was only
in full swing for the second half of the yewr,
and that the interim balance-sheet for the first
half was showing a loss of £11,000. Notwith-

standing the loading of the first half-year's
loss, the completed year ended in a record turn-
over for the establishment, a record number Of
employees, a record profit, and record average
earnings per man. This after six months'
piece-work.

' 'During the financial year ended June 30,
1929, during which piece-work was in full
swing throughout, a new peak level of turn-
over was reached, the amount being over
£1,000,000, and the record number of 2,500 em-
ployees was engaged in the industry. The pro-
fit more titan doubled the preceding years' pro-
fit and the results of the year established re-
cord average earnings per man employed. The
profits were made after paying full deprecia-
tion charges, interest on working, capital, and
all the working charges of the establishmet.''

I have no wishi to see the implement works
sold, but I do not want to see them continue
to make a loss. Some 300 or 400 men have a
living- down there, and why deprive them
of ill Still, as the directors responsible to
the taxpayers of this State, we cannot allow
the loss to continue.

The Minister for Lands: About £70,000
was lost on the meat works at Camarvon.

Mr. ANGELO: Why bring up that ques.
tion 0

The Premier : That was not a Govern-
mifn concern.

Mr. ANGELO; Do not forget that
the pastoralists lost £60,000 odd.

The CHAIR.NIAN: I do not think that
is qui te relevant.

Mr. ANGELO: Walsh Island provides
an object lesson, and LI hope the Government
will consider it seriously. I do not know the
opinion of other members on this side of
the House, but while I do not wish to see
the works sold, I do wish to see them worked
at a profit. If they cannot be wbrked at a
profit under the existing conditions, why not
change over to the system adopted at Walsh
Island? I met the general manager of the
Walsh Island works 'in the train between
Melbourne and Adelaide. He said that after
six months not one man would go hack to
day wages. They were all delighted with
the conditions, were doing bettor, and were
throwing heart and soul into the work. It
is this co-operation in industry that we want
to introduce into our industrial life. Here
is a good opportunity for tbe Governiiint to
adopt the same principal at the State Imi-
plement Works.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is regrettable that
the State Implement Works should he in
their present position- This should be a
flourishing concern and employing at least
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1,000 men. At present itot litore than 200
men are engaged, and quite a number of
these are working part time. Some of the
employees have recently been put off. There
is a remedy for the position.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the catuse of it?
Mr. SLEEMAN: On looking back through

"Hansard" I find that in 1i09 a Bill was
passed providing that money advanced to
settlers for mac-himterv to uinable them to cul-
tivate their holdings mtust be spent on im-
plements manufactured within thq State. In
1912, however, the whole of the clause relat-
ing to that p~ortion of the legislation wams
repealed. Other matters were included in
that clause, and the whole thing wvas wiped
oat. Nothing has ever been doite io restore
it. Our tradesmen are second to none in the
world, and our material is as good as could
be desired. I claim that we can produce the
machinery needed within Western Australia.
The position is much the same as that set out
by the Leader of the Opposition in this
morning's paper when discussing the butter
industry. He said it was all a matter of pre-
judice. A box of the same butter could he
cut in halves and labelled differently, and
one half would be designated as good, and
the other, because of the label on it. wouldI
be classed as inferior.

Mr. Thomson: You cannot say that about
the State Implement Works machinery.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is a matter of sheer
prejudice.

Mr. Thomson: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We can make maehin-
ery in this State equal to anything made in
other parts of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Lindsay; Can you tell me whyv peo-
phr will not buy it?

Mr. S-LEEMAN; *Thcy are actuated by
prejudice. There are too many men like the
member for Toodyny decrying the State li-
plement Works.

'Mr. Sampson; Piece work is required
there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Not at all. The Arbi-
tratiob Court lays down the wages that are
to be paid to the men. Every man at the
works pulls his weight and earns the money
he gets. It is not because the men or
the material are inferior, or because the
machinery manufactured is inferior, but be-
cause our farmers are inferior in their loy-
alty towards the local secondary industries.

Mfr. Lindsay: Now we have it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If it is logical for far-
mer-s to borrow money from the Government
to help thein to make good it is equally
logical that they should with the money they
borrow, assist our secondary industries to
make good. [ listened to the Leader of
the Opposition to-night. He said we could
not expert (ircat Britain to lend us money
to spend! iii America.

Mir. anun: Fio~v do you find the State
Imuplemewnt Works drill operates on your
farm?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have no farm,
a idu have no machinery, but I hope when I
do hav e at fn1riu all the machinery will come
front the State Works.

Mlr. _Xnge I' I I hope so, trio.
1fr. F.erguson : I v'enture to say it will

not.
,%It. SLEE'MAN : Settlers not far from

me swear by the State-made implements.
Mr. Ferguson: You will not get 5s. per

buishl tor '-our wheat then.
'Mr. SLEEMAN: If we cannot expect

Great Britain to lend us money to spend
in) AnBelied, OILr farmers cannot expect to
iborrouw from, the Government and send the
itone 'v they' horrow to Hugh McKay in

Melluinn. All the mnach~inery required here
ciii he ,nade wi thin the State. In 1909 the
fender of the Opposition said the same
thing, and that it could be made second to
none.

Mr . Snuipson : Let uts take that as read.
-\rt. SLEAN: I am glad to know the

inei for Swon agrees that we can make
inviicr second to none. Some members

oil tine vro.s benches have been doing their
ulanaedle to (.ripple the State Implement
Works.

3\1t-. Thuomsoni That is not correct.
Ili% SEEMTAN: It is correct so far as

:;onw! inuenbers in this House are concerned.
Then-c nre men so disloyal to their State and
to our secondary industries that they will say
machinery manufactured locally is inferior
to that made elsewhere. They know per-
fectly well, when they say that, they are not
telling the truth. They know that the In-
plement Works can turn out first-class ma-
chinery.

'Mr. Davy: What is their motive? Why
should the ordinary farmer say that the il-
potted article is superior to the State Im-
plement Works article?

Mr. SLEEMA14N: The same thing has been
said of our jams. When a jam factory was
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started, it was said that we could not make
jam in this State. When the pulp was sent
to Tasmania, however, and returned to this
State under Tasmanian labels, it was spoken
of as beautiful jam. It is all a matter of
local prejudice.

Mr. Davy: Is there any local prejudice
against Plaistowe's chocolates? Is there any
difficulty in selling them?

Mr. SLEEMAIN: There is so much pre-
judice that the Chamber of "Manufactures
had to issue a hook pleading for the support
of locally-made goods. The Chamber had to
start out on a campaign to popularise local
products. Was it not right that they should
do this97

Mr. Davy: Certainly.
Mr. SLEEMAN: Does the hon. member

think it is right that his colleagues should
decry the machinery made within the State?

Mr. Davy:- It is right they should tell the
truth.

Mr. SLEEMAN: They do not always tell
the truth.;

Mr. Davy: I think thexC try to.
Mr. Thomson:- I sometime wonder whethuor

you are telling the truth.
Mr. -SLEEMAkN: Many people frankly

admit that the State plough is as good as
anything in Australia, but when it comes to
the implements manufactured at the same
works, they declare them not to be worth
having. At the same time they are not very
ready to assert that the ploughs are good.

Mr. Thomson: No one says the ploughs
are not good.

Mr. SLEEMAN: They are ever ready to
declare that the other implements made by
the works are not -worth buying.

Mr. Thomson: What about the harvesters?
Mr. SLEEMAN: There are members in

this House who for" many years have used
State harvesters that are still giving good
service. How can we expect more from
people outside Parliament when such a bad
example is set them by members inside the
House. Naturally they follow the lead that
is given them.

Mr. Lindsay: You are an optimist if you
think people outside will read what we say
here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Not many would take
any notice of the remarks of the member for
Toodyay. Possibly he may be able to in-
fluence a few of his own friends.

Mr. flavy: And he may be regarded as
being as good an authority on the subject as
you are.

Mr. SLEEMLAN:- I defy any member to
say that the State plough is a bad impie-
mneat. The State Implement Works are
passing through a rough time. Some of the
employees are only working half a week.
If our farmers would only patronise them
by buying- all their ploughs from that source,
instead of only 200 people being employed
there, it would not take long before the
number was doubled. Even the most bitter
opponents of the works will admit that the
plough is'a good one. If only they would
buy these ploughs some benefit would ac-
crue, I hope something wvill be done to.
see that when money is advanced by the
Government to settlers a condition is imposed
that all expenditure on implements shall
be incurred within the State. Nowhere in
the Commonwealth are the land settlement
conditions as. good as they are here. A per-
son can ar-rive without a shilling. He can
get a block of land, and be financed by the
Government in ever-ything he requires. In
return ho should be only too glad to play his
part in placing our secondary industries on
a proper footing. One of the saddest sights
we can see is that of boys walking around
the streets unable to find any work to do.
If we cannot put our secondary industries
on a good footing, we shall have no place in
which to instal our boys so that they may
learn a trade and secure permanent employ-
ment. The only alternative is to send them
outside the State to learn a trade and get
work.

Mr. Thomson: And to bring people from
outside to do their work, because of the con-
ditions that prevail.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have no desire to en-
deavour to instruct the Arbitration Court,
as, the hon. member wishes to do when it
pleases him. He would not like anyone else
to make the attempt. Unless we can estab-
lish our secondary industries, our boys will
have a rough time. The same thing- is said
by the Chamber of Manufactures. In their
book they ask "What am I to do with my
boy?" 'Unless the people of the State sup-
port their own industries, I do not know
what can he done for them.

Mr. Thomson:- I am glad to know you
are giving the matter that much considera-
tion.

Mr. SLEEM.AN: I am afraid the hon.
member would not bother to give them a
minute's consideration. The same thing ap-
plies to our girls. There are not enough
secondary industries here to give employ-
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meat to all the girls who want to take up
trades. It is the duty of the Government,
as well as of -the people, to see that some-
thing is done to remedy the position. We
Must see that work is given to the State
Implement Works so that they, too, may
develop and prosper. At present much of
our wealth is going out of the State. The
Agricultural Bank Act should be amended
as it was in 1909 to provide that people who
obtain advances from it for the purchase of
machinery should be forced to -spend the
money within the State. This money need
not necessarily be spent at the State Imple-
ment works. If the machinery is made
within this State it will provide work for
our people and keep the money in Western
Australia. Perhaps members on the cross
benches might induce their manufacturing
friends from abroad or the other States to
come here, and if they are content to abide
by the laws of the State, to open up works.
and manufacture their own implements here.

Mr. Thomson: They will not come here
under your conditions.

Mr. SLEEMTAN: Do they want special
conditions of their own? The State Imple-
ment Works would have to compete against
them under the same conditions. We could
not have a law for the State Implemuent.
Works and another for private enterprs.-.
Cannot Hugh 'Mckay stand uip to the com-
petition of the State establishmentI

Mr. Lindsay: He man compete with the
State works after paying freight on his
machinery from Victoria.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Many of our local
people are unpatriotic: enough to send their
money out of the State when it should be
kept here. Why does not McKay come here
and compete for the trade within the State?
Money should not he advaixced to settlers
for the purchase of machinery unless it is
spent within the State. If that were laid
down McKay would soon overcome the dif-
ficulty he alleges to exist, and set about
starting a factory here.

Mr. Mann: We could not afford to lose
£4,000 a year-

Mr. SLEEMAN: He cannot afford to
open up works here whilst he can stay in
Victoria and, by means of mass production,
supply the whole of Australia with his im-
plements. The people of this State, how-
ever, can afford to be loyal enough to pat-
ronise their own industries. McKay's fac-
tory in Melbourne is of no use to our boys
when so much of our money is being sent

to those works. The Leader of the Country
Party knows full -well that McKay could
start here under the same conditions as any-
one else. Unfortunately he wants to make
special conditions for his own particular
brrind of' machinery.

Mr. Thomnson: He wanted the same eon-
ditiortn here as he is getting in Victoria.

Mr. SLEE.-MAN: He was not prepared
to establish works under the awards exist-
ing in this State,

Mr. Lindsay: Yes, he was.
Mr. SLEII]MAN: He was prepared to

come here if given special facilities to com-
pete against the State Implement Works.
He was not prepared to abide by the laws
of the country.

Hoji. (' 4 Taylor: lie wanted the same con-
ditions that exist ht Sunshine.

Mr. SLEEM1AN: Not many years ago
the member for Mt. 'Margaret would have
been fully in accord with me. Since he has
crossed thle floor of the House he has
(-hanged his views a little.

Hon. G1. Taylor: L have had experience
since, then. I

Mr. SLllEMAN\: The hon. member has
not improved. He will do anything now-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
AMr. S LEEMIAX: You, Mr. Chairman,

will have to stop the hon. member from
interjecting.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot anticipate
the hon. member's interjections.

Mr. SLEEMNAN: I am glad the Leader
of the Opposition has returned to the Cham-
ber to give me a hand. He is a big enough
Western Australian to patronise the indus-
tries of his own State. Although many of
ia supporters will not agree with him, I
believe he would do all he could to foster
local industries. To-night the member for
Swam said that if he had his way he would
have sold the State Implement Works. His
Leader, however, was a big enough Western
Australian to stand in his way, and he
wvould not allow the works to he sold.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Mr. Angwin
sold one of the trading concerns, and sold
it too soon.

3fr. SLEEMAN: The Leader of the Op-
piosition did not sell the Implement Works,
I ant pleased to say.

Mr. Lindsay: That is the one mistake
he wade.

Hr. SLEEMAN: And the member for
Swan did not get his way. Despite the
position in which the works now are, they
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could be built up into a sound proposition.
Jt is possible that improvements might be
efteoted in one or two respects. There bas
been a suggestion that the percentage of
bosses is too large compared with the number
of workmen. If that is so, the position
should be altered. Unquestionably the
works should be paying, and anyone stand-
ing in the way of their becoming profitable
should be removed. The tradesmen em-
ployed there are second to none. In the
matter of the dredge recently constructed
the State Implement Works competed
against the world, and turned out a first-
class article up to time. If they ean com-
pete in the matter of dredges and also in
the matter of road graders, they ean com-
pete iii many other things. The member
for Toodyay (Mr, Lindsay) had complaints
to make about the road radars, but the
State Implement Works are absolutely ax-
porting those machines.

Hon. G. Taylor: How many have they
exported?

Mnr SLEMIAN:- More than one, at any
rate. I hope the member for Toodyay will
be pleasied ait the information that the State
Implement Works have made a success of
the manufacture of road grader and are
exporting them beyond the borders of West-
ern Australia. I trust that the works will
be brought -right up to date and will em-
ploy at least 1,000 men, instead of a couple
of hundred as at present.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is futile to boost a
concern while not allowing it to be con-
ducted. in a way that will enable it to corn-
pvo I kniow the, manager of the State
Implement Works, and I believe him to be
a thoroughly capable man; but if there is
aniything thit will discwourage such. a man, it
is a speech like that of the member for
Fremantle (Air. Sleeman) attacking the re-
sults from the work done. No doubt Mr.
Shaw is doing his utmost, hut year after
year the works show a loss. If the memn-
bers of this Committee would adopt the
spirit of the report read by Mr. Angelo, for
which we are much indebted to the hon.
member, we might expect good results; but
it is hopeless to endeavour to secure trade
as the result of kindly consideration for
local industry. Everyone will purchase the
local article if all things are equal; but it
is hopeless to expect, as the member for
W'reinantle will aiseover in time-

'Ar. Sleemnan: That is why you wear a
suit of Western Australian tweed.

Mr.. SAMPSON:i Apparently the meza-
ber for F'remantle thinks it is the duty of
the St$W to go on losing money on the
works and to applaud the proposition. That
isla wrong way to treat the Organisation.
Let us -give the State -Implement Works a
chanc~e to make good.

Eon. Snr James Mitchell: I suggest that
the manager be given as many votes as
the . men, .s nd-. then 'the member for the
district would have nothing to say against
the manager.

Mr.. SAMP SON: The view of the mem-
ber, for Fremiantle is entirely fallacious.:

Mr. Sleeman: I ask for that remark' to
be wvithdraw~n. The member for Swan said
that I spoke dtetrimentally of the manager.
I didI 'tot do SO. I have said that he is.a
good man,

The CHAIRMAN: It seems to be rather
a sturendotvt jicusation that the boa. main-
her mode; and I ask him to withdraw it,
as the member for ?rzemantle has taken
exception to it.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have endeavoured-
The CHAIMAN: Order! The member

for Swan will resume his seat. Will the
buut. menther- withdlraw th0 remark to which
exception is taken? 7

Mr.- SAMPSON: May I ask what is the
remark?

Mr. Teedale: You used the word "fal-
lacious* '

Mr. SAMPSON: Do I understand the
member, for Fremiantle takes exception to
thestatement that his view was, entirely fdal
lacious?

-ZlKeeituan. No.. The statement to
.which I object will appear in 'Mansard,"
and I want it withdrawn now.

The GRiAIRMAN: Does the member for
Northern. (N ov . Sir James Mitchell) desire
to rise on' a point of explanation?

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, Sir. 4
said simply that if the manager of the
works had as many votes as the men had,
the manager would not be criticised.

Mr. Sleemnan: T never criticised him.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Theix you are

seet:
Mr. SA_'MP SON: The member for Fre-

mnantle referred to-
The CHAIMAN: Order. T think- I

have given the hon. member sufficient lati-
tude.

Mr. SAMPSON: I want to see our manu-
factures built up; and I believe that if we
do Wvhst has been indicated by the mrembpr
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for Gascoyne, we shall have gone a long
WAY towards the desired endl.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have heard a good
deal from the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleenan) on the State Implement and En-
gineering Works. He accuses me of having
at one time supported those works. I ad-
mit the soft impeachment, but the Auditor
General's report says that the State has lost
£169,948 18s, 9d. on them sine they began
to operate. The bon. member also says Me-
Kay ought to come here and compete against
them. Neither McKay nor any other pri-
vate individual or company could operate
here for such a length of time and lose so
much money as our State Implement Works,
and keep out of the bankruptcy court. it
is all very fine and large for the hon. mem-
ber to declare that the State Implement
Works deliver the goods.

Mr. Sleeman: Do not they?
Hon. (t. TAYLOR: The hon. member says

they do, but the argument advanced by him
is fallacious.

.Mr. Sleeinan: You do not knock it over,
though.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon. memberts
argument is that the farmer, being preju-
diced against the State Implement Works
is the reason why those works are not more
profitable. The implements produced, the
bon. member says, are good, but the farmers
arc prejudiced. Take the farmers in the
wheat belt more especially. A large per-
centage of them got their experience on the
goldflelds% and received their political train.
ing in the trades hall. They are now farm-
flers, and are taking an active part in the
farmners' associations. I do not think those
men would be prejudiced against anything
made in Western Australia. They have
realised they do not get the best value from
the State Implement Works, and hence they
do not deal with those works. A certain
amount of prejudice may be involved, but
I do not think the hon. member's suggestion
on that point holds good. Farmers, I fancy,
are just like other people: they deal where
they get the best value. There is some-
thing wrong with the State Implement
Works, otherwise they would be showing
better results. Undoubtedly the State is
losing money on them year after year; and
all the boosting in this Chamber about won-
derfnllv capable workmen and the good man-
ager, with everything up to the handle, does
not enable us to compete with other manu-
facturers. What can we dot It has been

suggested that the men should be given
greater incentive to do more work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The men do
good work.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes. The whole world
is getting away from day labour. In the
Efnglish-speakcing countries and in numerous
foreign countries payment is being made ac-
cording to results. The best value is ob-
tained only when payment is based on re-
suits. Pay-on-results and mass-production
are the things that have put the United
States ahead.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, do not quote Americt
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I know that is offen-

sive to the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale). At the same time, Canada pays
high wages and is successful, and can put
its goods on the market to great advantage.

[know it is difficult for the Minister, no
matter how anxious he may be, with all tlie
ramifications of the State trading concerns,
to effect much in the way of improvements.
Undoubtedly the manager of the State Im-
plement Works is a most capable man. I
have never heard a breath against him,
either personally or professionally. In both
respects he ranks high. I believe that the
men working under him are giving satisfac-
tion too. Nevertheless, there is something
wrong somewhere. The lion, member who
champions the works has not put it up to
this Chamber. There is something more
than prejudice.

Mr. Sleeman: Tell us what it is.
Hon, G, TAYLOR: Hon. members on the

cross-benches have repeatedly said that the
implement works do not deliver the goods.
I am not a farmer, and have not used any
of the implements. Still, it is strange that
Eastern manufacturers can send implements
here and defeat us on the spot. If the State
trading concerns were privately conducted on
such lines, they would not run for a second
year, let alone 21 years. There is the posi-
tion. We cannot go on losing year after
year. The amount of £160,000 odd repre-
sents a huge loss. No private company
would hear such a loss. Unquestionably there
is a screw loose somewhere. Surely we
ought to bave found that out in a less period.

Mr. LINDSAY: It is rather remarkable
that whenever the Estimates come along,
members on this side of the Chamber are
subjeeted to unprovoked attaek~h by the iern-
her for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman). That has
occurred every year since I have been a
member. I would not have spoken had it
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not been for the member for Fremantle
mentioning my name. I have spoken here
repeatedly on the State Implement Work-;,
and in every instance it has been by way of
reply to an attack on me by the memuber
for Fremantle. This side of the Chanter
has been told that members sittingw here 911(
also all the farmers in Western Australia are
prejudiced against the State Implement
Works. I consider it a reflection on the
farmer as a business man to say that he has
a prejudice in a matter affecting his bu~i-
ness. The farmer buys the marhine that
suits him, the machinie out of which hie gets
the be-st value. When the member for Fre-
mantle deals with this question, let him at-
tack the evil at its source. It is not the fault
Of the farmers that they do not buy the
.machines made by the State Implement
Works. True, there is a high protective
tariff; but, what is more, Necay in this,
State sells more miachines than all the other
firms in the world:, and this notwithstandirg
the fact that Western Australian farmersi
have to pay 121/z per cent, more for the
machines than is paid by Victorians. One
would think that the added protection "Mc-
Kay enjoys in 'Melbourne, and the extr a
charge of 12 h per cent. representing freight
and transhipment on Victorian machincs
landed here, would enable the State Imple-
mient Works to compete successfully and
make profts. Although I have been attacked
by the member for Fremantle, I can say
positively that I have spent more money on
State implements than anyone else iu a tis
House. I have several of the machines and
I have not been prejudiced. I have used
themn, and have scrapped a lot of them it,
the process. The difficulty we find is that
the State machines are not kept up to date.
The management do -not experiment and
wake improvements as other manufacturers
do. I shall repent an illustration that t
mentioned last year to show what happens.
Some time ago the Works sent a harvester
to Wyalcatehem. and it remained at tbe
uiding for a week or two. I discussed
the position with the agent who decided to
find out what the machine was there for.
Eventually a fitter came up. The maeho
was taken off the truck; a local farmer pro-
vided horses and the agent arranged a field
day in order to allow the farmers to sAA the
machine in operation.

Mr. Sleeman: It was a reaper thrasher
last time you referred to it; now A is a
harvester. What was it?

[5]31

Mr, LINDSAY: We call it a reaper
thrasher, which is a harvester just the same.
I can quite understand that the member for
Fremantle has not had sufficient experience
to know the difference. The machine was
taken into a paddock and the horses were
harnessed up. The machine travelled for
about two hours followed by the farmers who
suggoested certain improvementsi. The ma-
chine was taken back to the siding and sent
dawn to Perth. The next time I saw the
machine it was at the Royal Show. I dis-
cussed it with the man in charge who was the
person that had gone to Wyaleatchem. He
suggested I should have a talk with Mr.
M1urray. I did so and Mr. Murray said,
"If you like, Mr. Lindsay, we will pay
your passage to Adelaide so that you
may tell the makers there what is required."
I replied, "I can afford to pay my own
passage mioney and do not want any of
your insults." That is the treatment
a man receives when he makes suggestions
regarding necessary alterations. As to the
hon. member's assertion that Mr. Mc~ay de-
sired, to do away with the laws of 'the land,
that was not so. If McKay comes here, the
Arbitration Court awards must appiy. 3Mc-
Kay did not desire to reduce wages or to
provide worse conditions, but to do better.
He could not pay less than was provided in
the Arbitration Court award, but he could
have paid mare had he been allowed to pay
on results. The member for Gwwc4yl~o has
illustrated the position clearly in his refer-
ences to Walsh Island. If any butter illus-
tration could he afforded, I do not know of
it. These continuous attacks on farmers by
the member for Fremantle will react against
the interests he desires to serv-!. The- farmn-
ers are prepared to buy any machie from
which they can get value for their money,
and they are not foolish enoughl to allow
prejudice to interfere with the-ir lbusiness.
The member for Fremantle suageteJ that
we should pass a law to force mi-n who re-
ceive advances from the Agricultural Bank
to buy State machines. What would he say
if the same sort of argument were applied
to the unionsl The farmers he r';fcrs to
have to pay back the money l'ey borrow
from the bank and if they do not, they are
put off their farms and others are given
the properties. From my experience of the
Stat implements, I can say that it farmers
were forced to use them, some of the men
on the land would not he as successful as
they are to-day.
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Mr. Sleeman: That is 'what 'we would ex-
pect from you!

Mr. LINDSAY: I have hundreds of
pounds' worth of machines on my property,
and I can speak from experience. I have
three State ploughs on my farm. The main-
her for Fremantle has stated that I say out-
side what I will not say inside the Roust.
The State ploughs do good work, but they
contain too much material and they pull too
heavily. That is what I have said outside,
and that is -what I say inside the Rouse. I
have used the ploughs for many years. Not-
withstanding the attacks made by the mem-
ber for Fremantle, the whole of the farmers
of Western Australia would like to see agri-
cultural implements manufactured in this
State. I hope the member for Fremautle
will not consider the State Implement Works
so much but will have regard more to the
number of men who could he employed if
the manufacturers of farming implements
were allowed to carry on in this State.

Divison put and passed.

Division-State Quarries, ;639,870:-

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: The Estimates show an
increase of £1,511. The estimated receipts
are given as £44,000, while the actual ex-
penditure for the last year was £38,359.' The
actual contribution for 1928-29 -was £2,600
while the estimated contribution to Con-
solidated Revenue this, year is £5,000. 1 can-
not understand why with an increased ex-
penditure Of oJly £1t,511, it is estimated that
the contribution to Consolidated reveinue
will increase by £2, 500.

THE MINTSTER FOR AC iRIU TUR AL
WATER SUPPLIES: We have had a suc-
cessful run with the State (marries. Re-
cently there has been a reduction in orders
following upon the reduced Loan expend-
iture and the coiisequent inability of the
G'overnmepnt to put authorised public works
in hand. There has been a Palling off in
production, with the result that we may'
not make anything like as much profit as
me did last year.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: But you show
an es;tiniated increased profit!

The MiUNISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: That will he all right, provided we
can get the necessary sales. In addition
to that, certain improvements have been
effected and paid for out of revenue. A
considerable amount of money will he spent.

- - -"
There is a heavy over-burden in the quar-
ries as -we get further into the hill, and
that requires additional displacement of
earth in order to get at the metal.

Division put and passed.

Division-State
£204,800:

Shipping Service.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: .1 notice that ques-
tions were asked in another place with re-
ference to the hold-up of the "Kangaroo"
Those questions dealt with the loss incurred
by the shipping portion of the service, I
do not know whether the replies to those
questions indicated the total loss. It -was
stated that the money paid to other ship-
ping companies for transporting the work-
ers from the Wryndham Meat Works and
for freight charges ran into over £3,000.
I presume that would be charged up against
the Wyndham Meat Works. The answers
did not indicate if that was the total loss to
the State Shipping Service or whether the
loss to the State was greater than £3,000.

The Premier: No.
Ron. G. TAYLOR: Then that statement

in reference to the extra money for the
passage of the men-

The Premier: Included everything.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Does it cover all.
The Premier: Yes. That question was

specifiily asked, and the answer to the
question gave everything.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It has since been
stated that £2,270 was paid to the shipping
company and was not included, and that £704)
was paid for freight that the "Kangaroo"
would have carried had she been in com-
mission. That was paid, it is said, to an-
other shipping company, to carry the
freight and fetch the men from Wyndham.
It was argued that had the men not come
down,' their wages would have run into
more than was paid for their fares. How-
ever, I accept the Premier's statement.

Mr. NORTH: I should like to ask the
Minister whether the balance sheet of the
State Shipping Service will be laid on the
Table, as was done last year.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, that is a statu-
tory requirement.

Mr. ANGELO: I have heard a number of
adverse comments on the bold-up of the
"Kangaroo." People have said that had
she not belonged to the State Shipping
Service there would have been no hold-up.
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I do not agree with that, Similar hold-ups
occur frequently amongst Australian ship-
ping. We have had instances of it in the
interstate trade, and here also, It was very
unfortunate, and it created a great deal
of inconvenience and hardship to the people
of the North, to say nothing of the huge
expenditure that was involved, but it is
not peculiar to the State Shipping Service;
the same thing may happen to a ship of
another line. I have heard it said that the
State steaimers ruu aground, whereas others
do not. But the State steamers are asked
to do what other boats will not do; that is
the explanation.

Mr. Mann: Do the other boats consider
it impossible?

Mr. ANGELO: Well, they will not go into
Shark Bay. It is was unfortunate that the
"Koolinda"' went aground in Shark Bay, but
I am confident it was due to the wrong plac-
ing of the buoys, Two of the Singapore
boats went aground almost at the same
place. I was on the "Gorgon" when she
-went aground, so it is not peculiar to the
State Shipping Service. We in the North-
West fully appreciate the value of the State
Shipping Service. Without it I do not know
to what point our freights and fares would
hiave been raised. If a company has a mon-
*opoly, it is only natural that it will charge
all it possibly can, and will not consider the
people.

Hlon. G. Taylor: You do not think these
-companies have any bowels. of compassion.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think so. Time
after time they have approached the man-
sager of the State Shipping Service in an
-endeavour to get him to raise his fares and
freights. It was declared that if the State
iteamers were taken off the coast, another
Australian company would put its boats on
to that ran. I had a talk with the general
maanager of one of those companies, and he
-asked me why I supported the State Ship-
-ping Service. I told him that if he would
undertake to put on two or three steamers
and agree not to raise fares and freights
for the next ten years, I might review my
attitude.

The CHAIRMAN: onlm'r We are not
,discussing the hon. member's negotiations
with private steamship companies.

Mr. ANGELO: No, but it shows we have
-no hope of getting any other company's
boats on that coast, and therefore it is very
necessary that 'we should retan the State
Shipping Service.

Hon. G. Taylor: Nobody is trying to do
away With it.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, there have been sig-
aificanit comments in another place. In my
opinion the State steamers are just as neces-
sary as are the State railways. But here is
an anomaly that might possibly be removed:
"The "Koolinda" -will leave Fremantle at
the end of this month and so, too, will a
Singapore boat, both within a day of each
other, after which there will be no boat un itil
the New Year. It is hardly fair to the
people of the North, and I think the Min-
ister should put a little pressure on the Sin-
gapore boats with a view to seeing if it be
not possible to arrange a wore satisfactory
time-table. The "Koolinda" can run to the
North only once in every four weeks, and
the Singapore boat leaves Fremantle within
a day of the "Koolinda," after which we
have no boat for a month. Mr. Glyde has
approached the Singapore company and ex-
plained that he would be prepared to 'work
in with them. It is ridiculous to think there
should be two boats leaving for the North
within a day of each other. It is hard on
the people up North, who have been looking
forward to laying in their Christmas sup-
plies but will not be able to get them. Be-
cause of having to enter the tidal ports , the
boats can leave Frenmantle only every fort-
night. But surely arrangements could be
made for the State boat to leave on the 1st
of the month and for the Singapore boat to
leave on the 16th, and so on. Also an inter-
change of tickets between the State steamers
and the Singapore boats might well be ar-
ranged- It seems designed to ensure
that the "Koolinda" shall not get too
much trade. Fortunately, she is now
almost full of cargo and passengers
each trip. If the Minister controlling
the service had a talk with the gen-
tlemen controlling the Singapore ser-
vice and said, "The Government of Western.
Australia being interested in the welfare of
the people of the North-West consider that
this nrrangement should be made," he would
probably agee to it. An arrangement should.
be made for a common fare for pasengers
and an interchange of tickets. Later on I
hope the Government will seriously consider
the question of obtaining another boat, but
it is useless to ask for it while money is so
tight. I think more good could be done
with the boats we have if arrangements werd
made to work in harmony with the Singapore
boats. As one who travels a good deal on
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the State boats, I should like to say how well
they arc run. When we had antiquated
boats, the service was not to be compared
with that of the Singapore boats. Of course,
if we put a jockey on a earthorse, we could
not expect hinm to win a Melbourne Cup.
Now that we have suitable boats, they are
running the service well. If any member
desired a more comfortable or happier trip
than he could get on the "Koolinda,"
he would be hard to please.

Division put and, passed.

Div ision, State Saw M1ills, £6620,279-
agreed to.

Division, Wyjndhaam Freezing, Canning
and Meat Works, t32 1,00:

Hon. G1. TAYLOR: According to the re-
port of the Auditor-General, the loss on the
Wyndhamn Meat Works has been £869,331.
Is that the loss from* the inception of the
works?

The Premier: Yes, and part of it is in-
terest.

Division put and pased.

Rcsoluktiwei reported and the report
a~dopted.

BILLar-AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.

ouncill's Amendments.
Schedule of six amendments made by the

Council now considered:

1" Committee.

Mr. Lambert in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Noe. 1. Clause 4, Subelause (1) .- Delete
the words "For the purposes of this Act" in
line twenty-nine, and insert in lieu thereof
the following words ;-Whenever and
wherever an inspector has reasonable
grounds for believing, that agricultural. pro-
ducts arc exposed or offered for sale, or arc
in process of transport for the purposes of
sale."

The MtINISTER FOR AGRICILtTURE:
I move--

That the amendment he agreed to.

Mr. Mann: You would not accept a simi-
lar amendment in this Chamber.

The 3MNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I snomt see that the amendment will make
any difference

Mr. Sampson: It will make the Clause a
little more cumbersome.

The MiRTTR FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 4, Subelause (2).-Delete
the word "and" where it appears a second
tune in line forty, and insert the words "but
such inspector shall take all reasonable pre-
cautions to protect such packages or pro-
ducts or lots from injury, damage, theft,
or loss to the owner."

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is a reasonable provision. I move-

That the amnendnient be agreed to.

Mir. SAMPSON: The Minister is very
ready to accept the Council's amendments,
This one implies that an inspector would
aet carelessly or thoughtlessly.

The Premier; What is wrong with insert
ig a provision that he shall be careful

Question put and passed; the Council'
amendment agreed to.

No. S. Clause 4.-Insert a new subelause
to stand as Subelause (4), as follows:"I
the event of an inspector taking possession
of and detafiiint any package in the absence
of the owner, he shall do so in the presence
of a reputable witness, and shall affix to
the package a statement giving his name
and the date of his inspection, and shall, as
soon as practicable, notify the owner that
he has taken possession of and detained
such package. "

The MINISTERI FOR AGRICULTURE:
Provision to this effect could have been
made by regulation.

Hon. G. Taylor: You would not let us
insert it herm

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is provision that would have been made
in any event

Mr. Mann:- But when it was suggeste
heme you would not waept it

The IMIISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move-

That tie antendinent het agrecd to.

Mr. SAXPS&X: It seer= to me that the
words "if practicable" should be inserte&L

Hon. G. Tar: Who will. decide whether
it ix prmiahlet

The Premaier? Who is going to fore.
p-ople to do things that are not pmecticable?
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How could things that are not practicable
be donel

Mr. SAMPSON: Anyhow, I move--
That the amenmueut bc amended by insert-

tug after ''shafl,'' where it first occurs, Ofv
w"rd "if practicable.'

Mr. DAVY:* I hope the hon. member's
amendment will not be agreed to. We
might as well wipe out the Council's amend-
ment as insert these vonts. Who will judge
as to the practicability?

The Premier: Of course it is absurd.
'Mr. DAVY: The Council's amendment

would be rendered futile by the insertion of
these words.

Mr. Sampson: I can't see how the land
lies. I will withdraw the amendment.

Amendment on the Council's amendment
by leave withdrawn.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 4.-Insert a new ahelause
to stand as Subelause (5), as follows:--"An
inspector acting under the provisions of
this section shall, if and when called upon,
produce satisfactory evidence of his ap-
pointment as such."

No. 5. Clause 7, paragraph (b).-Insert
after "products" in line twenty-two the
words "for sale."

On motions by the Minister for Agricul-
ture, the foregoing amnendments were agreed
to.

No. 6.-Insert a new clause to stand as
Clause 5, as follows :-"Notbing in this Act
shall apply to any products, package of
products or lot conigned or forwarded to
at consignee for the purpose of manufacture
or processing or packing, and distinctly and
conspicuously marked or branded as such."

The MINISTErt FOR AGRICUTURE,:
I move--

That the Council 's amendment be agreed to

This will exempt from the topping provi-
sions packages that are distinctly marked
and are sent for processing or packing, and
are not for sale.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
aind a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

Home ad jottmedalt 1026 p-m
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p,.m., and t. ad pra~yers

QUESTION-HOSPITALS BILL.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Chief Seo-
retary: 1, Do the Government intend to me
introduce the Hospitals Bill this sessionl 2,
If not, what provision is to be made to re-
lieve the needs of our public hospitals?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:, 1,
No. 2, Owing to the rejection by the Legia,
lative Council of the State Lotteries Bill,
1924, and the non-acceptance of' the Hospi-
tal Fund Bill, 1928, the Government. have'
been prevented from making adequate flYor

vision to relieve the needs of our public
hospitals.

QUESTION-JETTIUS. ALB-AAY.

Ron. E. H. H. HALL (for- Hon. W. V-
Glusheen) asked the Chief Secretary- Are.
the Government aware of thle dilapibbtdi
shaky condition of the 'Albany- jetties, an&',
if so, will steps be immediately takenr to, e&
feet repainst

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: It is
not considered that the Albany jettict, art in.
a dilapidated awd shaky lionditqim, They we
being efficiently maintaineld for gwnai rd-w
way- purposes.

QUESTION-PUBLIa SERVIC: -

SUPEEAIUATIONt.
Hon. H. SEDDON asked thq Chief. See.

rotary: 1, Rave any proposals been uiad.
to tjje Goyorw=ent to. ptOVIdC a. sUPSwDqL-

ation scheme for the Public Servici? 72 If ito


